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Retaining trees also requires retaining roots, in most 
cases roots within the dripline of the tree.  If trenching or 
excavation will remove too many roots the tree will not 
survive.  Root excavation using an airspade can inform 
decisions for retention in questionable locations. 
 

Retained           Trees          Require          Space 

 

Tree = any UW inventoried tree (regardless of size), 
any SDOT Right of Way tree, any tree over 6” DSH 
 
A combination of replanting and payment in lieu of 
planting can be calculated by City of Seattle Re-
placement Cost as outlined in the SDCI Director’s 
Rule 8-2023, or UW Calculation of $1000 per tree, 
whichever is less.  Mitigation payments in lieu of 
planting is calculated and billed at substantial com-
pletion of the project. 
 
Example:  12 trees are removed for a project, 18 
trees will be planted.  The project owes $6,000 for 
offsite tree mitigation. 
 
Note: Large trees at maturity may be counted at a 
higher rate of mitigation to promote large (at maturi-
ty) tree planting.   
 


