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Broader Objective:  
Create an experience to welcome and orient 
visitors to campus with a cohesive family of 
wayfinding, signs and banners. 
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Current campus experience
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Approaches to campus provide little sense of arrival. 

Too many prohibitive signs, not enough helpful signs.
(No, no, and more NO)

Broad hodge-podge of signs: different styles, colors,  
sizes, put up by different groups in different eras. 

Inconsistent, ad hoc building and student signs appear 
across campus.
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Approaches to campus provide little sense of arrival / welcome
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No this, no that, and none of that either.  
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Hodge-podge of signs
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Ad-hoc building signage and student signs



University of Washington Wayfinding    12.07.2015 Studio Matthews

Current experience: no visual hierarchy, lack of consistency
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The arrival experience (from the outside in) 
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Main arrival points by car
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Use of W signs, banner series can herald key entrances
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Creating consistency
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THE QUAD
North Central Campus

STUDENT
UNION

BUILDING
(HUB)

AEROSPACE & ENGINEERING
RESEARCH BUILDING

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
Incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.
Adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor

SMOKE FREE

THE UNIVERSITY OF
WASHINGON CAMPUS IS

RCW 710.160 WAC 478.136.035

Welcome to UW.

NORTHNORTHN ORTH

OPEN

Campus parking lots

Requires UW disablity permit
Rates include all applicable taxes & fees

UW Permit Require to Park.

Daily

Nights & Saturdays

$15

$5

Welcome
Parking &
InformationP

BOTH
LANES
OPEN

DARE
TO DO

Requires UW disablity permit
Rates include all applicable taxes & fees

UW Permit Require to Park.

WELCOME

Information & Parking
Use  Left Lane

Stop at Gatehouse

UW Permit REQUIRED

P

DRUMHELLER
      FOUNTAIN

PLACES AND SPACES

call 206-221-1511 PR
ES

S5

VISITOR CENTER

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY
8:30a.m.-5p.m., except holidays
Phone: 206.543.9198
Website: uw.edu/visit

Existing sign family (a small selection)
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Welcome to UW.

NORTH

OPEN

DARE
TO DO

WELCOME 

Information & parking
stop at gatehouse

Department of Communications
College of Arts and Sciences,  
    Dean’s Office
Copy Services
The Daily
The Graduate School 

COMMUNICATIONS
BUILDING

Recommended Sign Family
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Representing the Energy, Spirit and Culture of UW
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Energy, Spirit and Culture of UW (Instagram feed from UW)
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The landscape is an integral part of the UW identity
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Husky Spirit
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UW.EDU

Welcome to UW.

NORTH

OPEN

DARE
TO DO

Department of Communications
College of Arts and Sciences,  
    Dean’s Office
Copy Services
The Daily
The Graduate School 

COMMUNICATIONS
BUILDING

Sign families

Purple 
Temporary / update-able
Welcome and celebratory graphics

Bronze & Classic Gold
Permanent / timeless
Landmarks and wayfinding
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UW Illustration

Collection of general illustrations

TITLE OF NEW  
DEVELOPMENT 

WWW.HFS.WASHINGTON.EDU/MERCER

TITLE OF NEW  
DEVELOPMENT 

WWW.HFS.WASHINGTON.EDU/MERCER

TITLE OF NEW 
DEVELOPMENT

WWW.WASHINGTON.EDU/DEVELOPMENT

TITLE OF NEW 
DEVELOPMENT

WWW.WASHINGTON.EDU/DEVELOPMENT

CONSTRUCTION SCRIMS - ADDITIONAL PANELS WILL INCLUDE ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH COMPONENTS, THE CAMPUS EXPERIENCE AND INTERACTIVE LEARNING.

New construction fence panel graphics (additional content under development)
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New construction fence panel graphics
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Sign 2
18” x 18”

Sign 1
48” x 60”

DETOUR

Sign 3
18” x 18”

Sign 4
18” x 18”

Sign 5
18” x 18”

36”

48”

36”

48”

66”

36”

48”

58”

DETOUR 
INFORMATION

DETOURDETOUR DETOUR NOTICE
Please use
sidewalks to
access the NE 
Boat St Detour

NOTICE
Bike access 
to NE Boat St 
via stairs

WATCH FOR
VEHICULAR

TRAFFIC
AHEAD

N
RARY

SIEG

GUGGENHEIM

ANNEX

YN
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AB

GU
GGEN

KIRSTEN

HUSKY
UNION
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HALL
HEALTH

ENGR.

LIBR.

LOEW

4

3

26

5

FLUKE

THE
UW
CLUB

THOMSON

M

COMMUNICA

2
1

PLAN
T

UNIV. FACILITIES

PHYS. PLANTOFFICE BLDG

PLANT OP.ANNEXES 2-6

ST
EV

EN
S

W
A

Y
E

C17

C17

C1
9

N22

PADELFORD
PARKING GARAG

N24

N
24

KEY
Bike Route

Pedestrian Route

Work Area

No Access

New unified campus construction signage system (in progress)
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Arrival Sign Variations
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ARRIVAL SIGN DEVELOPMENT
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Multiple variations of purple across campus

Longevity of UW purple color over time (fading)

Hard to maintain (patching purple / clean up)

Distraction from iconic UW architecture and landscape

Issues & concerns with using purple for permanent signage
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Welcome to UW.

NORTH

OPEN

DARE
TO DO

Department of Communications
College of Arts and Sciences,  
    Dean’s Office
Copy Services
The Daily
The Graduate School 

COMMUNICATIONS
BUILDING

LARGE WWELCOME BANNERS WELCOME SIGN GUIDE SIGN BUILDING SIGNWELCOME INFORMATION BOOTH WELCOME DRIVING SIGNDOUBLE BANNERS NUDGE POST

WELCOME 

Information & parking
stop at gatehouse

System of signs welcomes you into campus
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EXISTING NORTH ENTRANCE STREET BANNERS POTENTIAL WELCOME BANNER SCHEME

Approaching north entrance...
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At north entry...
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EXISTING NORTH ENTRANCE GRAPHICS

Current experience...
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Welcome to UW.

NORTHNORTHN ORTH

OPEN

Campus parking lots

Requires UW disablity permit
Rates include all applicable taxes & fees

UW Permit Require to Park.

Daily

Nights & Saturdays

$15

$5

Welcome
Parking &
InformationP

DARE
TO DO

BOTH
LANES
OPEN

Requires UW disablity permit
Rates include all applicable taxes & fees

UW Permit Require to Park.

WELCOME

Information & Parking
Use  Left Lane

Stop at Gatehouse

UW Permit REQUIRED

P

Existing 
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Welcome to UW.

NORTH

OPEN

Campus parking lots

Requires UW disablity permit

Daily

Nights & Saturdays

$15

$5

PARKING &
INFORMATION

P

BOTH 
LANES
OPEN

DARE
TO DO

WELCOME 

Information & parking
stop at gatehouse

Update 
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Welcome signs to orient pedestrians...
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Museums and Galleries
Burke Museum 
Henry Art Gallery
Jacob Lawrence Gallery
 

Lecture and Performance Halls
Kane Hall 
Meany Theatre
Music Building
The HUB (Husky Union Building)
Jack Straw Cultural Center

 

Food and Drink 
The HUB 
Parnassus Cafe, Art Building
Orin’s Cafe, PACCAR Hall
Suzzallo Library Café
By George
The Burke Museum Café
Molly’s Café, Henry Art Gallery
“The Ave” University Way  

Points of Interest 
Red Square 
The Quad
Drumheller Fountain/ Rainier Vista
The Waterfront
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Smaller guide signs are in campus interior; more low-key presence 
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Museums and Galleries
Burke Museum 
Henry Art Gallery
Jacob Lawrence Gallery
 

Lecture and Performance Halls
Kane Hall 
Meany Theatre
Music Building
The HUB (Husky Union Building)
Jack Straw Cultural Center

 

Food and Drink 
The HUB 
Parnassus Cafe, Art Building
Orin’s Cafe, PACCAR Hall
Suzzallo Library Café
By George
The Burke Museum Café
Molly’s Café, Henry Art Gallery
“The Ave” University Way  

Points of Interest 
Red Square 
The Quad
Drumheller Fountain/ Rainier Vista
The Waterfront

THE QUAD
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about The Quad. Lorem ipsum dolor 
sittors amet dolr lorem ipsum. Sit amet 
dolor amen arcus ipsum dolor sit.
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Museums and Galleries
Burke Museum 
Henry Art Gallery
Jacob Lawrence Gallery
 

Lecture and Performance Halls
Kane Hall 
Meany Theatre
Music Building
The HUB (Husky Union Building)
Jack Straw Cultural Center

 

Food and Drink 
The HUB 
Parnassus Cafe, Art Building
Orin’s Cafe, PACCAR Hall
Suzzallo Library Café
By George
The Burke Museum Café
Molly’s Café, Henry Art Gallery
“The Ave” University Way  

Points of Interest 
Red Square 
The Quad
Drumheller Fountain/ Rainier Vista
The Waterfront

THE QUAD
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about The Quad. Lorem ipsum dolor 
sittors amet dolr lorem ipsum. Sit amet 
dolor amen arcus ipsum dolor sit.

Guide signs combine navigational tools and interpretive stories
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INTERPRETIVE SIGN DETAIL

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about The Quad. Lorem ipsum dolor 
sittors amet dolr 

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about Red Square. Lorem ipsum 
dolor sittors amet dolr lorem ipsum. 

LOREM IPSUM 
Here is some interesting bit of history 
or trivia about Sylvan Grove. 

RAINIER VISTA
Here is some interesting bit of history or trivia about the Rainier Vista. 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eius-
mod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor 

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about The Quad. Lorem ipsum dolor 
sittors amet dolr lorem ipsum. 

LOREM IPSUM 
Here is some interesting bit of  
history or trivia about The Quad. 

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about The Quad. Lorem ipsum dolor 
sittors amet dolr 

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about Red Square. Lorem ipsum 
dolor sittors amet dolr lorem ipsum. 

LOREM IPSUM 
Here is some interesting bit of history 
or trivia about Sylvan Grove. 

RAINIER VISTA
Here is some interesting bit of history or trivia about the Rainier 
Vista. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim 
ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor 

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about The Quad. Lorem ipsum dolor 
sittors amet dolr lorem ipsum. 

LOREM IPSUM 
Here is some interesting bit of  
history or trivia about The Quad. 

Interpretive signs tell the UW story as well as introduce main orientation points across campus
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Kane Hall 7 MIN

Suzzallo Library 7 MIN

Meany Theater 8 MIN

The HUB 3 MIN

UW Club 5 MIN

THE QUAD
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about The Quad. Lorem ipsum dolor 
sittors amet dolr lorem ipsum. Sit amet 
dolor amen arcus ipsum dolor sit.

Kane Hall 7 MIN

Suzzallo Library 7 MIN

Meany Theater 8 MIN

The HUB 3 MIN

UW Club 5 MIN

THE QUAD
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about The Quad. Lorem ipsum dolor 
sittors amet dolr lorem ipsum. Sit amet 
dolor amen arcus ipsum dolor sit.

Small nudge posts tell more of the UW story and help guide visitors
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Art, Art History, Design
Art Library
Jacob Lawrence Gallery

ART BUILDING

Building signs
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Storytelling embedded in landscape
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Welcome to UW.

NORTH

OPEN

DARE
TO DO

WELCOME 

Information & parking
stop at gatehouse

Department of Communications
College of Arts and Sciences,  
    Dean’s Office
Copy Services
The Daily
The Graduate School 

COMMUNICATIONS
BUILDING

Recommended sign family
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Collaborate with UW Brand and Marketing team  
to create a unified signage and brand experience.

Reimagine the UW welcome experience at  
major campus entrance points.

Create Signage Guidelines to unify all campus signs 
into one cohesive identity/system.

Next Steps / Recommendations
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Thank you.




