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Broader Objective:  
Create an experience to welcome and orient 
visitors to campus with a cohesive family of 
wayfinding, signs and banners. 
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Current campus experience
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Approaches to campus provide little sense of arrival. 

Too many prohibitive signs, not enough helpful signs.
(No, no, and more NO)

Broad hodge-podge of signs: different styles, colors,  
sizes, put up by different groups in different eras. 

Inconsistent, ad hoc building and student signs appear 
across campus.



University of Washington Wayfinding    12.07.2015 Studio Matthews

Approaches to campus provide little sense of arrival / welcome
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No this, no that, and none of that either.  



University of Washington Wayfinding    12.07.2015 Studio Matthews

Hodge-podge of signs
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Ad-hoc building signage and student signs
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Current experience: no visual hierarchy, lack of consistency
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The arrival experience (from the outside in) 
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Main arrival points by car

RED SQUARE

QUAD

RAIN
IER VISTA

PACCAR

DEMPSE
Y

BURKE
MUSEUM
HISTORY &
CULTURE

4041

42
25

909

4225

4245
UWMC

ROOSEVELT

3947
3941
3939
3935

3903

ETHNIC
CULTRL.
CNTR.

CHILD
CARE
CNTR.

3902

GOULD

TERRY MAPLE

HENDERSON

LANDER

PURCH.
ACCTG.
PARK
SRV.

CD

M

L

A

A

B
C

D

E

B

SC

J

K

668

WILLIAM H. GATES

4535

SHELLHOUSE ANNEX

WOMEN’S
SOFTBALL
FIELD

HUSKY STADIUM

OUTDOOR
PRACTICE
FACILITY

WATERFRONT
ACTIVITIES
CENTER

CANOE
HOUSE

CLIMBING
ROCK

CONIBEAR
SHELLHOUSE

CERAMIC

METAL ARTS

CORP
YARD 1

CORP YARD 2

IMA SPORTSFIELD #1

LAUREL VILLAGE

ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY

STORAGE BLDG

IMA SPORTSFIELD #2

MERRILL

WW

V

U

T

Q

S

PNM

R

DC2

Y

MILLER LIBRARY

URBAN
HORTICULTRUE
CENTER

URBAN
HORTICULTRUE
FIELDHOUSE

DOUGLAS RESEARCH
CONSERVATORY

ISSACSON

ENVIRONMENTAL
SAFETY OFFICE BLDG

CUNNINGHAM

CENPAINSTRUMENT
SHOP

NORTH PHYSICS

LABORATORY

PARRIN
GTON

DENNY

KANEODEGAARD
UNDERGRAD
LIBRARY

MEANY

H
EN

RY
 A

RT
G

AL
LE

RY

AR
CH

IT
EC

T.
 

G
U

TH
ER

IE
 A

N
N

EX
ES

 1
- 4

2
1

3

4

GUTHRIE

PHYSICS/
ASTRONOMY

WEST
CAMPUS
PARKING
GARAGE

AUDIT
ORI

UM

W
IL

LI
AM

 H
. F

OEG
E

BIO
EN

GIN
EE

RI
NG

GEN
OM

E
SC

IE
NCE

S
OCE

AN 
SC

IE
NCE

S

HIT
CH

CO
CK

ANNEX4

BRYANTS

MAGNUSON HEALTH

SCIENCES CENTER

SOUTH CAMPUS

CENTER

MARINE
SCIENCES

FISHERIES
CENTER

OCEANOG

UW MEDICAL CENTER

EXPERIMENTAL

EDUCATION
UNITCENTER ON HUMAN

DEVELOPEMENT AND

DISABILITY

SOUTH

CL
IN

IC

HARR
IS

 LA
B.

OCE
AN TC

H.

14
29

KINCAID

BOTANY

GREENHOUSE PLANTLAB

TOWER

39
00

3937

3945

SUZZALLO LIBRARY

ALLEN

LIBRARY

SIEG

GUGGENHEIM

ANNEX

AE
RO

D
YN

. L
AB

GU
GGEN

H
EIM

JO
H

N
SO

N

CH
EM

LIBRARY

MEDICINAL
HERBGARDEN

ATMOS SCI./ G
EOPHYSICS

QUATERNARY 

RESEARCH

CENTER

KIRSTEN
AERO

.

RSRCH
.

MARY

GATES

BAGLEY

BENSON

CH
EM

IS
TR

Y

ELECTRICAL

ENGINEERING

PA
U

L 
G.

AL
LE

N
CE

N
TE

R
CO

M
P.

 S
CI

&
 E

N
G.

HUSKY
UNION
BUILDING

CL
AR

K

PADELFORD

GERBERDING

MACKENZIE

HALL
HEALTH

ENGR.

LIBR.

LOEW

4

3

26

5

FLUKE

INTRAMURALACTIVITIES

CHALFEY  FIELD

TENNIS COURTS

SOCCER FIELD

IMA SPORTSFIELD #3

EDMUNDSON PAVILION

G
RAVES

NORDSTROMTENNISCENTER
DEMPSEYINDOORCENTER

THE 
UW
CLUB

HANSEE

DENNY
FIELD
IMA

THEODORE
JACOBSEN

OSERVATORY

DRUMHELLER

FOUNTAIN

SYLVAN

GROVE

THEATER

ARCHERY

FIE
LD

IM
A

HUGHES

BANK O
F

AMERICA

EXEC

CENTER

IN
TELL

ECTUAL

HOUSE
 

HAGGETT

McCARTY

Pl
an

t

4625

McMAHON

HUTCHINSON

LEW
IS

ART

MUSIC

THOMSON

MILL
ER

COMMUNICATIO
NS

RAITT

SA
VER

Y

SM
ITH

GOW
EN

M
ECH

 EN
G

R.

EN
G

R. AN
N

EX

POWER
PLANT

2
1

PLANT OP
ANNEX 7

GOLF DRIVING RANGE

WATERFRONT TRAIL

UNION BAY
NATURAL AREA

PLAN
T O

PS

BLOEDEL

ANDERSON

WINKENWERDER
ANNEX

WILSON
ANNEX

UW
SURGERY
PAVILION

W
IN

KEN
-

W
ERDER

MORE

MOREANNEX

UNIV. FACILITIES

PHYS. PLANTOFFICE BLDG

PLANT OP.ANNEXES 2-6

ROBERTSANNEX

WILCOX

RO
BE

RT
S

METRO
PUMPING
STATION

ACADEMIC
COMPUTING
CENTER

STEVENS
COURT

H17-18

BRYANTS
ANNEX

SAKUMA
VIEWPOINT

FISHERIES
TEACHING
RSCH.CTR.

OCEANOG
RESEARCH

WEST
RECEIVING
STATION

SALMON
HOMING POND

OCEANOGRAPHY
STORAGE

OCEANOGRAPHY
DOCK

SOUTH CAMPUS
CONSTRUCTION

OFFICE

M
AR

IN
E

ST
U

D
IE

S

FISHERY
SCIENCES

PUBLICATIONS
SERVICES

BENJAMIN D. HALL
INTERDISCIPLINARY

RESEARCH

3716

THE GLADE
SCULPTURE

1303

COMMUNITY
DESIGN CENTER

IN
ST

RU
C

TI
O

N
A

L
CE

N
TE

R

CO
M

M
.

D
U

CH
. A

PT
.

SCHMITZ

4100

POPLAR
STAFF
EMPLOY.

FLOYD AND
DELORES JONES
PLAYHOUSE

TRANS. SVCS
AND MOTOR
POOL

TS ANNEX 1

2104
HOUSE

ALDER

ELM
CONDON

SO
CI

AL
 W

O
RK

 R
ES

EA
RC

H
 A

N
D

H
EA

RI
N

G
 S

CI
EN

CE
S 

BU
IL

D
IN

G

U
N

IV
ER

SI
TY

BO
O

KS
TO

RE

A

O UW
TOWER

T

COLLEGIANA

1107

1100
4512

4507
45016

4518

4545

4522

4534-1/2

4311

C
S

CEDAR
APTS.
WEST

CEDAR
APTS.
EAST

STEVENS W
AY E

ST
EV

EN
S 

W
A

Y 
E

ST
EV

EN
S 

W
A

Y 
W

NE PACIFIC STREET

UN
IV

ER
SI

TY
 B

RI
DG

E

15
TH

 A
VE

 N
E

U
N

IV
ER

SI
TY

 W
A

Y 
N

E

BR
O

O
KL

YN
 A

VE
N

U
E 

N
E

M
O

N
TL

A
KE

 B
RI

D
G

E

To Sandpoint Housing>>

To
 N

O
RD

H
EI

M
 C

O
U

RT
>>

<<TO BLAKELY VILLAGE

W
H

IT
M

A
N

 C
O

U
RT

 N
E

NE 45TH STREET

N
E 

36
TH

 A
VE

 N
E

NE 45TH STREET

NE 43RD STREET

U
N

IV
ER

SI
TY

 W
A

Y 
N

E

BR
O

O
KL

YN
 A

VE
 N

E

RO
O

SE
VE

LT
 A

VE
 N

E

12
TH

 A
VE

 N
E

11
TH

 A
VE

 N
E

NE 42ND STREET

NE 41ST STREET

NE 40TH STREET

6T
H

 A
VE

 N
E

PEND OREILLE ROAD

BU
RK

E-
G

IL
M

A
N

 T
RA

IL

BURKE-GILMAN TRAIL

W
ALLA W

ALA ROAD
M

EM
O

RI
A

L 
W

A
Y

M
O

N
TL

A
KE

 B
O

U
LE

VA
RD

 N
E

STEVENS WAY W

N5

C8

W49

W50

N28

W
45

G
A

R
AG

E 
B

W
46

G
A

R
AG

E 
B

W41

W14

W14

C1
5

C17

C7
C7

C17

C1
5

C1
5

C1
9

C1
4

C10

C1
2

C12

C12

C10

C1
2

C10

S17

S1

S8

S7

S5

S8

SOUTH CAMPUS

PARKING GARAGE

W35

W
40

W38

W24
W34

W12

W
11

W10
W42

W13

W13

W47

W2

W48

W40

N26 N26

E1

E5

E16

E2

N25

E16

E3

E3

E14

E8

E6

E6

E10

E10

E12

E12

E11

E11

E17

E11

E3

H12

H12

N6

C6

N7

N8

N8

N8

N22

N16,18,
20,21

N12

PADELFORD
PARKING GARAGE

N24

N
24

N3

N3

N1

N2

S9

S1
2

S6

P

LEGEND

Main Entrances Routes

Visitor Parking AreasP



University of Washington Wayfinding    12.07.2015 Studio Matthews

Use of W signs, banner series can herald key entrances
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Creating consistency
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THE QUAD
North Central Campus

STUDENT
UNION

BUILDING
(HUB)

AEROSPACE & ENGINEERING
RESEARCH BUILDING

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
Incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.
Adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor

SMOKE FREE

THE UNIVERSITY OF
WASHINGON CAMPUS IS

RCW 710.160 WAC 478.136.035

Welcome to UW.

NORTHNORTHN ORTH

OPEN

Campus parking lots

Requires UW disablity permit
Rates include all applicable taxes & fees

UW Permit Require to Park.

Daily

Nights & Saturdays

$15

$5

Welcome
Parking &
InformationP

BOTH
LANES
OPEN

DARE
TO DO

Requires UW disablity permit
Rates include all applicable taxes & fees

UW Permit Require to Park.

WELCOME

Information & Parking
Use  Left Lane

Stop at Gatehouse

UW Permit REQUIRED

P

DRUMHELLER
      FOUNTAIN

PLACES AND SPACES

call 206-221-1511 PR
ES

S5

VISITOR CENTER

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY
8:30a.m.-5p.m., except holidays
Phone: 206.543.9198
Website: uw.edu/visit

Existing sign family (a small selection)
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Welcome to UW.

NORTH

OPEN

DARE
TO DO

WELCOME 

Information & parking
stop at gatehouse

Department of Communications
College of Arts and Sciences,  
    Dean’s Office
Copy Services
The Daily
The Graduate School 

COMMUNICATIONS
BUILDING

Recommended Sign Family
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Representing the Energy, Spirit and Culture of UW
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Energy, Spirit and Culture of UW (Instagram feed from UW)
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The landscape is an integral part of the UW identity
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Husky Spirit
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UW.EDU

Welcome to UW.

NORTH

OPEN

DARE
TO DO

Department of Communications
College of Arts and Sciences,  
    Dean’s Office
Copy Services
The Daily
The Graduate School 

COMMUNICATIONS
BUILDING

Sign families

Purple 
Temporary / update-able
Welcome and celebratory graphics

Bronze & Classic Gold
Permanent / timeless
Landmarks and wayfinding
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UW Illustration

Collection of general illustrations

TITLE OF NEW  
DEVELOPMENT 

WWW.HFS.WASHINGTON.EDU/MERCER

TITLE OF NEW  
DEVELOPMENT 

WWW.HFS.WASHINGTON.EDU/MERCER

TITLE OF NEW 
DEVELOPMENT

WWW.WASHINGTON.EDU/DEVELOPMENT

TITLE OF NEW 
DEVELOPMENT

WWW.WASHINGTON.EDU/DEVELOPMENT

CONSTRUCTION SCRIMS - ADDITIONAL PANELS WILL INCLUDE ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH COMPONENTS, THE CAMPUS EXPERIENCE AND INTERACTIVE LEARNING.

New construction fence panel graphics (additional content under development)
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New construction fence panel graphics
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Sign 2
18” x 18”

Sign 1
48” x 60”

DETOUR

Sign 3
18” x 18”

Sign 4
18” x 18”

Sign 5
18” x 18”

36”

48”

36”

48”

66”

36”

48”

58”

DETOUR 
INFORMATION

DETOURDETOUR DETOUR NOTICE
Please use
sidewalks to
access the NE 
Boat St Detour

NOTICE
Bike access 
to NE Boat St 
via stairs

WATCH FOR
VEHICULAR

TRAFFIC
AHEAD

N
RARY

SIEG

GUGGENHEIM

ANNEX

YN
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AB

GU
GGEN

KIRSTEN

HUSKY
UNION
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HALL
HEALTH

ENGR.

LIBR.

LOEW

4

3

26

5

FLUKE

THE
UW
CLUB

THOMSON

M

COMMUNICA

2
1

PLAN
T

UNIV. FACILITIES

PHYS. PLANTOFFICE BLDG

PLANT OP.ANNEXES 2-6

ST
EV

EN
S

W
A

Y
E

C17

C17

C1
9

N22

PADELFORD
PARKING GARAG

N24

N
24

KEY
Bike Route

Pedestrian Route

Work Area

No Access

New unified campus construction signage system (in progress)
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Arrival Sign Variations
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ARRIVAL SIGN DEVELOPMENT
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Multiple variations of purple across campus

Longevity of UW purple color over time (fading)

Hard to maintain (patching purple / clean up)

Distraction from iconic UW architecture and landscape

Issues & concerns with using purple for permanent signage
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MATERIALS
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Welcome to UW.

NORTH

OPEN

DARE
TO DO

Department of Communications
College of Arts and Sciences,  
    Dean’s Office
Copy Services
The Daily
The Graduate School 

COMMUNICATIONS
BUILDING

LARGE WWELCOME BANNERS WELCOME SIGN GUIDE SIGN BUILDING SIGNWELCOME INFORMATION BOOTH WELCOME DRIVING SIGNDOUBLE BANNERS NUDGE POST

WELCOME 

Information & parking
stop at gatehouse

System of signs welcomes you into campus
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EXISTING NORTH ENTRANCE STREET BANNERS POTENTIAL WELCOME BANNER SCHEME

Approaching north entrance...
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At north entry...
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EXISTING NORTH ENTRANCE GRAPHICS

Current experience...
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Welcome to UW.

NORTHNORTHN ORTH

OPEN

Campus parking lots

Requires UW disablity permit
Rates include all applicable taxes & fees

UW Permit Require to Park.

Daily

Nights & Saturdays

$15

$5

Welcome
Parking &
InformationP

DARE
TO DO

BOTH
LANES
OPEN

Requires UW disablity permit
Rates include all applicable taxes & fees

UW Permit Require to Park.

WELCOME

Information & Parking
Use  Left Lane

Stop at Gatehouse

UW Permit REQUIRED

P

Existing 
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Welcome to UW.

NORTH

OPEN

Campus parking lots

Requires UW disablity permit

Daily

Nights & Saturdays

$15

$5

PARKING &
INFORMATION

P

BOTH 
LANES
OPEN

DARE
TO DO

WELCOME 

Information & parking
stop at gatehouse

Update 
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Welcome signs to orient pedestrians...
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Museums and Galleries
Burke Museum 
Henry Art Gallery
Jacob Lawrence Gallery
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Meany Theatre
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Smaller guide signs are in campus interior; more low-key presence 
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Museums and Galleries
Burke Museum 
Henry Art Gallery
Jacob Lawrence Gallery
 

Lecture and Performance Halls
Kane Hall 
Meany Theatre
Music Building
The HUB (Husky Union Building)
Jack Straw Cultural Center

 

Food and Drink 
The HUB 
Parnassus Cafe, Art Building
Orin’s Cafe, PACCAR Hall
Suzzallo Library Café
By George
The Burke Museum Café
Molly’s Café, Henry Art Gallery
“The Ave” University Way  

Points of Interest 
Red Square 
The Quad
Drumheller Fountain/ Rainier Vista
The Waterfront

THE QUAD
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about The Quad. Lorem ipsum dolor 
sittors amet dolr lorem ipsum. Sit amet 
dolor amen arcus ipsum dolor sit.
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Museums and Galleries
Burke Museum 
Henry Art Gallery
Jacob Lawrence Gallery
 

Lecture and Performance Halls
Kane Hall 
Meany Theatre
Music Building
The HUB (Husky Union Building)
Jack Straw Cultural Center

 

Food and Drink 
The HUB 
Parnassus Cafe, Art Building
Orin’s Cafe, PACCAR Hall
Suzzallo Library Café
By George
The Burke Museum Café
Molly’s Café, Henry Art Gallery
“The Ave” University Way  

Points of Interest 
Red Square 
The Quad
Drumheller Fountain/ Rainier Vista
The Waterfront

THE QUAD
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about The Quad. Lorem ipsum dolor 
sittors amet dolr lorem ipsum. Sit amet 
dolor amen arcus ipsum dolor sit.

Guide signs combine navigational tools and interpretive stories
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INTERPRETIVE SIGN DETAIL

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about The Quad. Lorem ipsum dolor 
sittors amet dolr 

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about Red Square. Lorem ipsum 
dolor sittors amet dolr lorem ipsum. 

LOREM IPSUM 
Here is some interesting bit of history 
or trivia about Sylvan Grove. 

RAINIER VISTA
Here is some interesting bit of history or trivia about the Rainier Vista. 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eius-
mod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor 

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about The Quad. Lorem ipsum dolor 
sittors amet dolr lorem ipsum. 

LOREM IPSUM 
Here is some interesting bit of  
history or trivia about The Quad. 

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about The Quad. Lorem ipsum dolor 
sittors amet dolr 

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about Red Square. Lorem ipsum 
dolor sittors amet dolr lorem ipsum. 

LOREM IPSUM 
Here is some interesting bit of history 
or trivia about Sylvan Grove. 

RAINIER VISTA
Here is some interesting bit of history or trivia about the Rainier 
Vista. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim 
ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor 

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about The Quad. Lorem ipsum dolor 
sittors amet dolr lorem ipsum. 

LOREM IPSUM 
Here is some interesting bit of  
history or trivia about The Quad. 

Interpretive signs tell the UW story as well as introduce main orientation points across campus
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Kane Hall 7 MIN

Suzzallo Library 7 MIN

Meany Theater 8 MIN

The HUB 3 MIN

UW Club 5 MIN

THE QUAD
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about The Quad. Lorem ipsum dolor 
sittors amet dolr lorem ipsum. Sit amet 
dolor amen arcus ipsum dolor sit.

Kane Hall 7 MIN

Suzzallo Library 7 MIN

Meany Theater 8 MIN

The HUB 3 MIN

UW Club 5 MIN

THE QUAD
Here is some interesting bit of history or 
trivia about The Quad. Lorem ipsum dolor 
sittors amet dolr lorem ipsum. Sit amet 
dolor amen arcus ipsum dolor sit.

Small nudge posts tell more of the UW story and help guide visitors
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Art, Art History, Design
Art Library
Jacob Lawrence Gallery

ART BUILDING

Building signs
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Storytelling embedded in landscape
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Welcome to UW.

NORTH

OPEN

DARE
TO DO

WELCOME 

Information & parking
stop at gatehouse

Department of Communications
College of Arts and Sciences,  
    Dean’s Office
Copy Services
The Daily
The Graduate School 

COMMUNICATIONS
BUILDING

Recommended sign family
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Collaborate with UW Brand and Marketing team  
to create a unified signage and brand experience.

Reimagine the UW welcome experience at  
major campus entrance points.

Create Signage Guidelines to unify all campus signs 
into one cohesive identity/system.

Next Steps / Recommendations
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Thank you.




