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UW Tacoma Campus



• Ancestral lands of the Puyallup Tribe
• 1873 – Northern Pacific Company western terminus
• 1894 – Medicine Creek Treaty displacement of Coast 

Salish tribes
• 1912 – Japanese Language School                            

established (at right 1979, vacant)
• 1941 – Pearl Harbor and Japanese                        

internment

UW Tacoma - Campus Site History



• 1990 – UW Tacoma founded by the WA State Legislature
• Adjacent new or revitalized civic and cultural institutions:

– WA State History Museum
– Tacoma Art Museum
– Children’s Museum
– Museum of Glass
– Union Depot
– Greater Tacoma Convention Center

UW Tacoma - Campus Site History
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UW Tacoma - Campus Character



Key objectives for UW Tacoma is to:
- Strengthen our role as a community anchor through local 

business, agency, and institution partnerships
- Expand student services and amenities
- Develop resiliency in campus infrastructure
- Enhance sustainability and environmental stewardship

The Campus Plan is also guided by the 2022-2027 Strategic 
Plan that influences academic, financial and operational 
decisions. (See pillars at right.)

Strategic Plan Pillars
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UW Tacoma 
Long-term Campus Vision



• Scale
• Campus character
• Open spaces 
• View corridors
• Gateways
• Active edges & streetscape integration
• Building access & materials
• Circulation
• Accessibility and universal design
• Landscape features
• Lighting
• Signage
• Utilities and infrastructure

Design Guidelines



View Corridors & Gateways



Zoning Supports Vision

Downtown Mixed-Use zoning allows for 
flexible mix of uses including:
- Educational
- Residential 
- Commercial

100’ height limit for most of campus.

A portion is with the Warehouse-Depot 
Historic District or Conservation Historic 
Overlay.



Existing Campus 
Ownership
Future Vision from 
northwest prospect



Thank you



Campus Growth & Capacity

Acres Existing 
Development 
GSF 

Total 
Development 
Allowance 
GSF 

Existing 
Student 
FTE 

Student
Vision    
FTE 

Existing 
Housing 
GSF

Housing 
Vision  
GSF

UW Bothell 135 825,800
(2016)

1,800,000 7,850
105 gsf/FTE
(2016)

10,000
150 gsf/FTE

74,100 300,000

UW Seattle 639 17,000,000 +6,000,000 
more

47,219
(2018)

52,399
(2028)

3,738,000 4,040,000

UW Tacoma 46 1,101,600
(2024)

3,900,000
Zoning
2,400,000
Need

4,980
159 gsf/FTE
(2024)

10,000
159 gsf/FTE

118,000 363,900
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