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1.INTRODUCTION

Background

TheUniversityofWashingtonisproposingtomodifyguardrailsontheexteriortheUniversityof
WashingtonClub(UWClub),whichwascompletedin1960astheFacultyClub.Thebuildingis
locatedinanortheastareaofthecampusthatisassociatedwithitsearlydevelopmentandtheAlaska-
Yukon-PacificExpositionof1909.Builtin1958-60,thebuildingisacknowledgedbytheUniversity
andmanyothersassignificantforitshistoricalassociationwiththeinstitution’smid_2Othcentury
development,andasanoutstandingexampleofPacificNorthwestModernistarchitecturebyitsoriginal
designers,architectsPaulHaydenKirkandVictorSteinbrueck.

Consistentwithitshistoricpreservationpolicies,asoutlinedinits“UniversityofWashingtonMaster
Plan—SeattleCampus”ofJanuary2003(2003SeattleCampusMasterPlan),theUniversityof
WashingtonsoughthistoricandurbandesigninformationabouttheUWClubinaHistoricResources
Addendum(HRA).Thistypeofreportisdevelopedforanyprojectthatmakesexterioralterationstoa
buildingover50yearsold,orisadjacenttoabuildingorasignificantcampusfeatureolderthan50years.

ThisHRAprovideshistoricalandarchitecturalinformationaboutthebuildinganditssite,apreliminary
evaluationofitshistoricalsignificancetotheUniversity,andinformationabouttheproposedproject.
HistoricinformationabouttheoriginalFacultyClubisderivedlargelyfromadraftNationalRegisterof
HistoricPlaces,whichwaspreparedasanindividualeffortbyUWAssistantProfessorofArchitecture
KathrynRogersMerlino,andupdatedwithadditionaldescriptionsandinformationaboutthelandscape
settinganddesigndetails.Thereportfocusesonexteriorraildesignsandconditionsaretheyarethe
subjectofaproposedupgrade.

Thereportcontainsrecommendationsfortheprojectandabibliographyandlistofsourcedocumentsat
theendofthetext.Historicandcontemporaryphotographsofthebuildingfollow,alongwitha
selectionoforiginal1952constructiondrawings,andcurrentphotosofguardrail,handrailandretaining
wallconditions.

TheHRAstudywasundertakenbyBOLAPrincipalSusanBoyle,AlA,andPreservationPlannerSonja
Molchany,withassistancefromProfessorMerlinoandBOLAinternAbbyInpanbutr.TheHRA
researchwasundertakeninJanuary2013andreportpreparedinFebruary2013.Thedocumentandits
recommendationswerereviewedwithUniversitypersonnelinmid-Februaryandthenfinalized.

ResearchSources

MuchofthehistoricalcontextofthebuildingitselfwaseditedfromtheNRHPnomination(Merlino,
2009).Otherresearchwasundertakentoprovidehistoricalcontextandfactualdataaboutthe
developmentofthecampusandcontext,andtoaddresstheexteriorhandrailandguardrailprojectfor
whichthisreportwasprepared.Sourcesofhistoricmaterialsincludeddrawings,maps,andstudies
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providedbytheUniversityofWashingtonandthoseavailablefromitsFacilitiesRecords.Otherresearch
includedreviewsofpublicationsabouttheworkoftheoriginalarchitects,includingarchivalnewspaper
collectionsfromtheSeattlePublicLibraryandimagesfromDearbornMassarPhotographyCollectionof
theUniversityLibrariesSpecialCollectionsDivision.Originalandlaterconstructiondrawingsfromthe
UniversityFacilitiesRecordswereacquiredandstudied.Duringseveralon-sitetours,BOLA’steam
examinedandphoto-documentedthebuilding’scharacter-definingfeaturesandtheoriginalandexisting
conditionsofitsguardrailsandhandrails.

2.HISTORICPRESERVATIONFRAMEWORKC

TheUniversityStewardshipandHistoricPreservationPoliciesC

Asnotedinthe2003SeattleCampusMasterPlan,theRegentsprovidestewardshipandplanningforits
historicpropertiesaspartofitsprojectplanning.Preservationeffortsbeginwithidentificationofthe
property(abuilding,object,structureoropenspace)andpreparationHistoricResourcesAddendum
(HRA).AccordingtotheMasterPlan,theintentoftheHRAisto“provideacontexttoinsurethat
importantelementsofthecampus,itshistoricalcharacterandvalue,environmentalconditionsand
landscapecontextarepreserved,enhanced,andvalued.[It]furtherinsuresthatimprovements,changes
andmodificationstothephysicalenvironmentareanalyzedanddocumented.”

FigurefV-67inthe2003MasterPlannotes,“[r]espectandconservethearchitectureoftheFacultyCenter”(p.
105).
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Basedonhistoriccampusplanningdocuments,the2003SeattleCampusMasterPlanidentifiedpotential
developmentareasonthecampus,alongwithspecificsignificantbuildings,whichareassociatedwiththe
earlydevelopmentofthecampusandearlycampusmasterplansalongwithpotentialdevelopmentareas
onthecampus.Theearlycampusplansincludethe1898OvalPlan,the1909Alaska-Yukon-Pacific
Exposition(AYPE)Plan,andthe1915RegentsPlan.

Significantcampuselementsthatwerepartoftheearlymasterplansof1898,1909and1915,and
“uniqueandsignificantlandscapes”onthecampuswereidentifiedinthe2003MasterPlaninFigures
111-2and111-5.AlthoughthesefiguresdidnotcitetheUWClub,theUWClubhasbeenwell-
recognizedforitsarchitecturalsignificanceforover50years.TheMasterPlanrecognizedthebuilding’s
significantbuilding,notingthatfuturedevelopmentshould“[r]espectandconservethearchitectureof
theFacultyCenter”(FigureTV-67,p.105).TheUWClub’scurrentwebsitealsonotesthatitis
“[l]ocatedoncampusinanarchitecturallandmark...”

3.HISTORICALCONTFXT

DevelopmentoftheUniversityofWashington’sCampus

TheUniversityofWashingtonwasestablishedbytheStateLegislaturein1861asthefirstpublic
universityinthestate.Initiallyitwassitedonaten-acreparcelinwhatispresentdowntownSeattle.By
thelate1880s,theoriginalfacilitieswereinadequateduetoincreasingstudentenrollmentandurban
development.TheUniversityLandandBuildingCommissionershiredlocalarchitectWilliamE.Boone
todevelopacomprehensiveplanin1891foranewcampusatitscurrentSeattlesite.TheUniversity
movedtothislocationin1895.DennyHall,theUniversity’sfirstclassroomandadministration
buildingatthenewsite,aswellasthenearbyObservatory,werecompletedthatsameyear.

TheRegentssoughttodevelopacampusplantoguidefuturebuildinglocations,andin1898,
engineeringprofessorA.H.Fullerdevelopedsuchaplan,knownastheOvalPlan,whichincludedonly
thenorthernportionoftheUniversitysite.Otherbuildingsconstructedinthe1890s,inadditionto
DennyHallandtheObservatory,includethetwodormitories,laternamedLewisandClarkHalls.All
fourofthesebuildingremaininthenorthcampusarea.

TheOvalPlan,knownalsoastheFullerPlan,ca.1898.(Universityof
Washington,fromJohnston,p.20)

MPOF

POmTIONOfTHECAMPUS

UNIVErtSTYorVASHINGTON



UniversityofWashingtonClubHistoricResourcesAddendum,FinalReport
BOLAArchitecture÷PlanningFebruary22,2013,page4

In1903theBoardofRegentshiredrenownedlandscapearchitects,theOlmstedBrothers,topreparea
designforageneralcampusplan.Whiletheresulting1904Olmstedplanwasneverrealized,itwas
adaptedinpartastheplanfortheAYPE.Inplanningforthisexpositionlocalbusinessmenapproached
theUniversityRegentsin1906tosuggestthattheundevelopedsouthernportionofthecampusbeused( forthefairgrounds.TheplanwasthendevelopedbytheOlmstedBrothers,whoalsoprovidedthe
landscapedesign.Asaresult,thecampuswasclearedoftimber.Thusagoodportionofthepresent
campusplandescendsfromJohnCharlesOlmsted’sBeaux-Artsdesignforthe1909fairgrounds.

TheAYPEgroundsrevertedtothe
Universityin1909,leavingbehind( asitslegacycentralaxisofRainier
Vista,anencirclingroadsystem,(
andanemphasisonthelandscape
andformallayoutofbuildings.(
TheAYPEalsolefttheUniversity
withanumberofso-called(
permanentbuildings.Afterthe
AYPE,mostoftheUniversity’s
buildingswerebuiltintheCentral
andSouthcampusareas.

TheFacultyClubislocatedonthe
siteofanearlierbuilding,theHoo
HooHouse.Thisbuildingwas(
designedbynotedSeattlearchitect
EllsworthStoreyforusebythe(
HooHoo,alumbermen’sfraternal
association,duringtheAYPE.The
half-timbered,rusticstylebuilding
wasdesignedwithPrairie-style
influencesincontrastto
neoclassicalstylebuildingsofthe
AYPE.

Above,anearlyplanoftheproposedAYPEgrounds,ca1907.(“Alaska
Yukon-PacificExposition”booklet,MOHAI,2006.3.1)

TheRegentsPlanof1915reaffirmedtheOlmsteddesignfortheAYPEgroundswhileadaptingits
symmetryandformalityinaplanfortheuppercampus.ThisplanwasconsistentwithotherBeaux-Arts
andCityBeautifuldesignsforAmericanciviccenters,townsandcampusesduringtheperiodbetween
the1880sand1930s,asexemplifiedbyplansofChicagoandSt.Louis,andColumbiaUniversityand
theUniversityofCaliforniaBerkeley.Formaldesignprinciplesincludedaxialalignments,symmetry,
andahierarchicalorderreinforcedbylandscaping.Theplanservedasthebasisfortwosubsequent
decadesofdesignandconstruction.

HenrySuzzallo,theUniversityofWashington’sfifteenthpresidentwhoservedfrom1915to1926,
envisionedtheinstitutionas“theuniversityofathousandyears,”withthelibraryasitsheart.Bebband
Gould’s1915RegentsPlan,adoptedduringSuzzallo’sfirstyearaspresident,placedthelibraryand
administrativebuildingsonintersectingaxes,withtheLiberalArtsQuadrangletothenortheastand
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sciencefacilitiestothesoutheastalongRainierVistaandthesouthernportionofStevensWay.Major
athleticfacilitiesweretobelocatedalongtheeasternedgeofthecampusnearLakeWashington.
Utilitarianstructures,suchasthePowerPlant,werepositionedeastofStevensWay,betweentheprimary
campusandtheathleticfacilities.

In1934,theRegentsrequestedareexaminationandupdateofBebbandGould’s1915plan.The
resulting1935CampusPlanessentiallyreaffirmedtheearlieronewhilerecommendingsomechanges,
suchasthelocationofastudentunionbuildingtoeastofthelibrary,thesitingofahealthsciences
complexsouthofNortheastPacificStreet,andstudenthousinginthenortheastpartofcampus.

In1925,Bebb&GouldproposedarevisiontotheirearlierRegentsPlanof1915,toincludeaformal
boulevardthatextendedwestfromtheUniversitytoserveasaprincipalentrytothecampusfromthe
city.CampusParkway,theformalaxisenvisioned,finallyconstructedinthe1940s,extendedthe
Universitycampusintoitssurroundingneighborhoodinamonumentalmanner.Constructioninthe
1970s,ofanundergroundparkinggaragebelowtheCentralQuadrangle,providedaprimaryvehicle
entrysouthofDennyHall.Thisreducedvehiculartrafficalongthecampusringroad,whichincludes
StevensWayintheeastcampusarea,alongwhichtheUWClubislocated.

ImmediatelyfollowingWorldWarII,majorchangesweremadeinresponsetotheinfluxofstudents
attendingontheGIBill,establishmentoftheUniversityMedicalSchool,anddelayedinfrastructure
needsonandaroundthecampus.TheUniversity’sbasicplanwasagainupdated,resultinginthe1948
CampusPlan.Inadditiontosupportingthe1935campusdesign,thenewplanrecommendedincreased
density,andacquisitionofnewpropertyintheNorthlakeIPortageBayareasouthofthemaincampus.

e%rEWASIiINCiT0N

Above,the1915RegentsPlan.(UWLibrariesSpecialCollections,No.UW6049.)
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Inthe1950s,aUniversityArchitecturalCommissionwasestablishedandaUniversityArchitect
appointed.CollegiateGothicwasreplacedbyModernstylearchitectureasthepreferredstylefornew( campusbuildings.BuildingsonthecampusconstructedinthedecadesafterWorldWarIIwere
designedtoemphasizednewmaterialsandexpressivestructuralqualities.Prominentamongthenew( buildingsweretheStudentUnionorHUB(1949,recentlysignificantlyalteredandexpanded)andthe
U\IVFacultyCenter/FacultyClub(1958-60),whicharelocatedincloseproximityoneithersideof( StevensWay.Designsforuniversitybuildingsbecamemorediverseinthe1970s,withnewerBrutalist
andModerniststylestructures,andtheongoingadditionsandrehabilitationandadaptiveuseofolder( buildings.

C
Despiterecentchanges,theplanoftheoriginalUniversityofWashingtoncampushasremained
essentiallyintact.Principlesofithavebeenusedinrecentmasterplans,guidingcontemporary(
constructiononthecampusandsomeofthecampusextensionstothesouthandwest.Newerfacilities
haveintroducedcontemporaryarchitecturalforms,materialsandstyles,andurbandesignlinkages.The
resultisthepresentcampus,stronglyreflectingitsearlylayout,andmadeupbybuildingsofdifferent
eras,styles,formsandmaterialsthattogetherrepresentitsdevelopmentovertime.

TheDesignersoftheOriginalFacultyClub

TheUWClubwasdesignedasauniquecollaborationbetweentwoofthemostcelebratedarchitectsin
thePacificNorthwestduringthemiddleofthe20thcentury,PaulHaydenKirkandVictorSteinbrueck.
SteinbrueckwasinpracticealoneandteachingintheDepartmentofArchitectureattheUniversityof
Washingtonatthetimeofthebuilding’sdesignandconstruction.In1957,Kirkhadjustformedanew
firm,PaulHaydenKirk&Associates,andboththesecompanynamesappearondrawingfortheFaculty
CenterBuilding,UniversityofWashington,of1959.

Kirk’sfirmtransitionedtothenameKirk,Wallace,McKinley&Associatesin1960.Recordssuggestthat
bothofthenewfirm’sdesignpartners,PaulKirkandDavidMcKinley,mayhaveworkedonthe
drawingsoftheFacultyClub.Itisclear,however,fromlettersofcorrespondence,drawings,andrecords

c thattheleaddesignersofthebuildingwere,inequalways,PaulKirkandarchitectVictorSteinbrueck.
ThelandscapearchitectwasthenotablefirmofEkbo,DeanandWilliams.

PaulHaydenKirk(1914—1995)
C

PaulKirkwasoneofSeattle’sbestknownmid-centuryarchitects.BorninSaltLakeCity,hecameto
Seattlewithhisfamilyin1922,andreceivedaBachelorofArchitecturedegreefromtheUniversityof
Washingtonin1937.Heestablishedhisownfirmin1939,andservedprincipalofPaulHaydenKirk
(1940-60),althoughduringsomeofthisperiodhealsoworkedasadesignerforNaramoreandYoungin
1939,andforHenryW.Bittmanin1940-41.RewasapartnerinStuart,Kirk,andDurham(1943-45);
Chiarelli&Kirk(1945-50);andPaulHaydenKirk,F.A.I.A.andAssociates,Architects(1958-60).
Subsequently,hewasafoundingpartnerinKirkWallaceMcKinley(1960-79)withDonaldWallaceand
DavidMcKinley.InadditiontoPaulKirk,DonaldWallaceandDavidMcKinley,therewereother
architectsworkinginthefirmofKirkWallaceMcKinley,includingJerryGeyer,whosupervisedthe19-
persondraftingroom,MorrisJellison,andSmithS.Nakata.PartnerDonaldWallacereportedly
supervisedspecifications,contracts,andconstructionadministration,whileKirkandMcKinleyledthe
firm’sdesigneffort.

C
PaulKirk’searlyprojectswerelargelyresidencesandmedicalclinics,andhewaswellknownforhaving
authoredadesignbook,Doctors’OfficesandClinics—MedicalandDental(1955).HisworkwasstronglyC
influencedbyJapanesewood-framebuildings,andbytheendofthe1950shehadestablishedanational

C
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reputationforhisresidentialwork,helpingcreatetheNorthwestRegionalstyleofModernism,using
woodasaprimarymaterialforframing,trim,andornamentation,andplansthatlinkedindoorand
outdoorspaces.Hisresidentialdesignsinthe1950sarecitedasdisplaying“characteristicsofthe
Internationalstylewithflatroofs,bandsofwindows,andsimplecubicshapes”with“anincreasing
tendencytowardscomplexstructuraldetailing,oftenwithexposedlayersofwoodframing”
(DocomomoWeWawebsite).ThesecharacteristicswereembodiedclearlyinhisdesignsfortheGroup
HeathCooperativeNorthgateClinic(1956,demolished),andremainevidentintheBlakeleyClinic
(1956-57),andtheUniversityUnitarianChurch(1959).ArchitecturalhistoriansGrantHildebrandand
T.WilliamBoothciteKirk’suseofwoodmAThrivingModernism-theHousesofWendellLovettand
ArneBystrom,wheretheynoteKirk’suseofslenderanddelicatewoodstructure,trimandornament
members.

Kirk’sbuildingsfromthe1950sand1960softenfeaturedbypassingframingdetailswithvisible
intersectionsandconnections,andshojiscreen-likeelementsthatreinterpretedtraditionalJapanese
architecture.Bythemid-1960sKirkhadcompletedmanyofhismostnoteworthyprojects,includingthe
steel-framedUWFacultyClub.Thisprojectmarksacriticaltransformationofhiswoodframing
conceptstoasteelstructure.

Kirk’sdesignsgainedlocalandnationalrecognitionthroughawardsandpublications,andheandhis
variousfirmsreceivedspecificmentioninover60articlesinnationalarchitecturaljournalsbetween1945
and1970.KirkreceivedtheNationalALkMeritAwardin1965,andthefirstAlASeattleMedalin
1984.Heretiredfrompracticein1978,anddiedin1995attheageof81(Rash,p.252-255).

VictorSteinbrueck(1911—1985)

VictorEugeneSteinbrueckwasborninMandan,NorthDakota,andmovedtoSeattlewithhisfamilyas
ayoungboy.HegraduatedfromSeattle’sFranklinHighSchoolandthenenteredtheUniversityof
Washingtonin1928.HebeganstudiesintheUniversity’sSchoolofFisheries,changinghisacademic
coursetoarchitecturein1930andgraduatingin1935withaBachelorofArchitecture.Inthe1930s,
SteinbrueckworkedasanartistfortheWorksProgressAdministrationandtheCivilianConservation
Corps,generatingaseriesofwatercolorsillustratinglifeintheCCCcamps.Between1935and1938,he
workedasadraftsmanforanumberofSeattlearchitects,includingWilliamBain,Sr.,J.Gordon
Kaufmann,JamesTaylor,andBjarneMoe.Steinbrueckhadasolepracticefrom1938until1942,at
whichtimeheenteredtheArmyforWorldWarII.

SteinbrueckwasaprofessorofarchitectureintheUW’sDepartmentofArchitecturefor30years,from
1946untilhisretirementin1976.In1962-64heservedastheDepartment’sChair.In1957,
SteinbrueckrelocatedbrieflytoMichigantoworkwithhisformerclassmate,architectMinoruYamasaki,
butsoonreturnedtoSeattlewithhisfamily.

Althoughhehadasmallbodyofworkasaresultofhisvariedinterests,hispracticewaswellknownand
respectedinthearchitecturalcommunity.Steinbrueck’sdesignsfortheAldenMasonHousein
RichmondBeach(1951,destroyed)andhisownhouseatl4OlEastSpringStreet(1949-53)both
receivedSeattleALkHonorawards,andexemplifythesimplemodernismthatheshowedinhisearly
work.OtherresidentialprojectsincludedanearlierhouseforAldenMason(1949),andhousesfor
WilliamT.Stellwagen(1951-55)andEarl.L.Barrett(1956).Hecompletedotherresidential
commissionsandtheFacultyClubbuildingwithKirkduringthisperiod.

MorecentraltoSteinbrueck’sworkwashisabilitytoengagetheinterestoftheaveragecitizeninthe
naturalandbuiltenvironmentofthecity.HisGuidetoSeattleArchitecture1850-1953(1953)was
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sponsoredbytheSeattlechapterofthe),andhelpedestablishhisreputationasthecitizenC
architecturalhistorian.Hissketchesandcommentaries,publishedasSeattleCityscape(1962)andSeattle( Cityscape#2(1973)illustratedanddocumentedthelifeofSeattleanditsresidentsthroughan
architecturallens.Throughhisdrawings,helookedaturbanvernacularlandscapesandbuildings
togetherwiththepubliclifethatinhabitedthem.

C SteinbrueckdesignedanestimatedtenModernstylehousesintheSeattleareaandaseriesofparks,
includingaredesignofCapitolHillViewpoint/LouisaBorenPark,(1975)andBettyBowen
Viewpoint/MarshallPark(1977),bothinpartnershipwithRichardHaagaslandscapeconsultant.In
addition,heandHaagdesignedtheMarketParkatthenorthernendofthePikePlaceMarket,which(
wasre-namedSteinbrueckParkinhishonorafterhisdeath.Anotherofhisprojectsincludedthefinal
designconceptfortheSpaceNeedlewiththeJohnGrahamCompanyin1962.C
VictorSteinbrueck’scontributionstothebuiltenvironmentofSeattleincludeshisroleasoneoftheC
city’smostoutspokenproponentsofhistoricpreservation,conscientiousurbanplanning,andlabor
rights,andhisLongrecordofteachingandleadershiptotheUniversity’sDepartmentofArchitecture.C
BestknowntodayforhispenandinksketchbooksofthecityandhisworkprotectingPikePlaceMarket,
hislifereflectsanumberofidealsthatshapedthecity’spublicpolicyandculturalidentity.Heand
othersfromtheboardofFriendsoftheMarketfoughtagainstdemolitionofPikePlaceMarketwithan
initiativethatpassedin1971,creatingalocalhistoricpreservationzoneandreturningtheMarketto
publichands.

SteinbrueckwasmadeaFellowoftheAmericanInstituteofArchitectsin1960,andin1985receivedthe
AlASeattleMedal—thehighesthonoroftheSeattleAlA.HealsoreceivedtheArchitectoftheYearC
Awardin1960fromtheWashingtonStateChapteroftheAmericanInstituteofArchitects,andhis
MarketSketchbaokwontheGovernor’sBookAwardin1969.Inspecialrecognitionforhisefforts,
SteinbrueckwasnamedFirstCitizenofSeattlein1977.Later,themayorofSeattlenamedNovember2,
1982asVictorSteinbrueckDay.

GarrettEckbo(1910—2000)C

AmericanlandscapearchitectandafoundingpartnerofEDAW(Eckbo,Dean,AustinandWilliams),C
GarrettEckbowasborninCooperstown,NewYork,in1910butwasbroughtupinCalifornia.His
fatherwasNorwegian.Atage22,aftercourseworkatMannJuniorCollegeandaperiodworkingasa
bankmessenger,EckboenrolledatUniversityofCalifornia,Berkeley.AftergraduatingwithaBachelorC ofSciencedegreeinLandscapeArchitecture,hespentayearworkingongardendesignsforanursery
beforewinningascholarshiptotheHarvardGraduateSchoolofDesign.

EckbowasinfluencedbymodernistarchitectWalterGropius,whowasthenheadofthearchitecture
department,andheadmiredlandscapearchitectFletcherSteele,whoiswidelyregardedasthekeyfigure
inthetransitionfromBeauxArtsformalismtomodernlandscapedesign.EckboreceivedaMastersin
LandscapeArchitecturefromHarvardin1938,andreturnedtoCaliforniatoworkbrieflywithThomas
Church.HesubsequentlyworkedfortheFarmSecurityAdministration,primarilydesigningcampsforC migrantfarmworkers.

C
In1940,Eckboandhisbrother-in-law,EdwardWilliams,establishedanewfirm,EckboandWilliams.
RobertRoystonjoinedthepartnershipfiveyearslater.Intheensuingpost-warhousingboomthey
completedanumberofcommunityhousingprojects.ThefirmbecameEckbo,DeanandWilliams,and
eventuallyEckbo,Dean,AustinandWilliams(EDAW)in1964.Itundertookawiderangeoflarge-scale
landscapearchitectureprojects,includingcampuses,malls,andregionalplans.

C
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EckboleftEDAWin1979,formingGarrettEckboandAssociatesthatyear,andlaterEckboKay
Associates,withKennethKay,in1983.Duringhislongcareer,GarrettEckbodesignedhundredsof
residentialgardens,followingmodernistlandscapetenants.Hisfirstbook,LandscapeforLiving(1950),
showedanewapproachtothemoderngardensbasedonhisCaliforniawork.Eckbotaughtatthe
UniversityofSouthernCalifornia’sSchoolofArchitecturefrom1948to1956,andwasaprofessorand
ChairoftheDepartmentofLandscapeArchitectureatUCBerkeleyfrom1963to1969.

GarrettEckbowasthelandscapeconsultantfromthefirmofEckbo,DeanandWilliamsfortheFaculty
Clubbuildingin1959.WhilerecordsshowthatbothSteinbrueckandKirkwalkedthelandscapeto
markmaturetreestobesaved,theyreliedonhimtocompletethedesign.Eckbo’soriginallandscape
designfortheFacultyClubcarriedhissignaturefeatures—respectforthenaturallandscape,useofnative
vegetation,andhisadditionandrelationshiptomodernartinthelandscape.

TheBuilding’sHistoryandUse

TheUniversityofWashingtonFacultyClubBuildingisthesecondbuildingonthissitefortheuseof
FacultyClubmembers.Thefirstbuilding,theHooHooHouse,wasdesignedbynotedSeattlearchitect
EllsworthStoreyfortheHooHoo,alumbermen’sfraternalorganization,fortheAYPE.Afterthefair,
thebuildingwasturnedovertotheUniversityMen’sFacultyClub,andlaterincludedtheWomen’s
FacultyClubandWife’sFacultyClub.(StoreywasagoodfriendandmentorofKirkandSteinbrueck.)

Duringtheplanningforanewclubinthelate1950s,itwasdebatedwhethertheHooHooHouse
shouldberemodeledorrebuilt.TheAYPEerabuildinghadbeenturnedovertotheUniversityMen’s
FacultyClubaftertheexpositionclosed,andlateritalsohousedboththeWomen’sFacultyCluband
Wife’sFacultyClub.However,in1959,theHooHooHousewasdestroyedtomakewayforthenew
facilityasitsprogramrequirementscouldnotfitintotheolderbuilding.SeattlearchitectEllsworth
Storey,whohaddesignedthebuildingin1909,hadbeenagoodfriendandmentorofbothPaulKirk
andVictorSteinbrueck.Whilegoingforwardwiththeproject,thetwoarchitectsexpressedregretin
losingahistoricbuildingdesignedbytheircolleague.

Duringthelate1950swhenthemembersoftheFacultyClubwereworkingonspaceplanningforthe
newfacility,theUniversitywasinthesurgeofnewcapitalconstruction.In1958,amemofromthe
FacultyClubboardanditsmembersstatedthefollowing:

Architecturally,theUniversityofWashingtoncampusisanamalgamofarchitecture;the
indefinableDennyHall,theclassicalsurvivorsofthe1909exposition,the‘collegiategothic
ofthe1930s,andtheanonymouslymodernadditionsoftheimmediatepostwarera.Tothis
contemporaryarchitectshavebroughtastrivingvariety...Guidedbyanarchitecturalpanel
thathasincludedsuchnamesasBelluschi,WursterandYamasaki,however,mostrecent
contributorshavedonereasonablywellbytheuniversity.Littleofthenewworkhas
seriouslydisturbedthecharacterofthecampusWesternArchitect(1961),pp.22-29).

ThememosoughtapprovalfromtheUniversityBoardofRegentsandtheArchitecturalCommissionof
theUniversityfora“modernfacility”fortheFacultyClub.Thisapprovalwasgranted,andtheClub
developedacomprehensiveprogramoutliningtheirneedsforanewbuilding.Theyalsorequested
$200,000dollarsfromtheBoardofRegentsfortheconstructionofthefacility,withtheClubproviding
theremaining$100,000dollars.

OneofthemostnotablerequirementsdevelopedbytheFacultyClubwasto“buildacontemporary-style
structure”(FacultyMen’sandWomen’sClub,“JointMeeting,”PaperoftheFacultyMen’sand
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Women’sClub).Withthatinmind,theArchitecturalCommisionreviewedpossibledesigners,
ultimatelyselectingtwolocalarchitects,VictorSteinbrueckandPaulHaydenKirk.ArchitectDavid
McKinley,whoeventuallyhelpedontheconstructiondrawingsofthebuilding,reporteditwasprobably
VictorSteinbrueckwhogotthecommissionfortheteam.Atthetime,Steinbrueckwasafaculty
memberwhoknewboththeUniversityPresidentandotherarchitectmembersoftheArchitectural
Commission,allofwhomwerefamiliarwithhisdesignworkandteaching.PaulHaydenKirkwasa( well-establishedpractictionerwithhisownfirmatthetime,andhewaslikelywellknowntothe
ArchitecturalCommissionmembersaswell.TheCommissionawardedtheprojecttothetwoarchitectsC
in1958,andselectedthelandscapearchitecturefirmofEckbo,DeanandWilliamstodothelandscape
planforthesite.(
FollowingathoroughdesignreviewbyboththeArchitecturalCommissionandtheFacultyClubE
members,thefinalworkingdocumentswereapprovedonJanuary16,1959,andtheconstructionwas
completedbyAprilof1960.ThegrandopeningofthebuildingwasheldonMay8,1960,tomuchC
excitementonthepartofClubmembersandtheUniversitycommunity.AnarticleintheDailyquoted
Steinbrueckassaying,“It’sasatisfactiontoseeabuildingcomeintouseandfulfillmostofyourdesires,”C
andmentionedthatalthoughthelandscapingwasnotcompleteandsomefurniturewasstillarriving,the
buildingwasreadyforoperation.(

ThearticlesharedSteinbrueck’sexplanationthat,“allthecommerciallyproducedsoftwoodsofthearea
[have]beenincorporatedintothestructure.Woodsincludehemlock,tamarack,AlaskaandWesternred
cedar,andPonderosaandlodgepolepine.”Healsonotedthatsomeoftherough,exteriorwoodfrom
theformerfacultyclub(theHooHooHouse)waschosentoaddtexturetothewallsofthemen’slounge
ontheClub’slowerlevel.Thisuseoflocalmaterialstogetherwiththesteelframe,cantileveredforms,
andcleanlinesextolledaNorthwestModernaestheticthatepitomizedtheworkofthesetwoarchitects.

c
Thebuilding’soriginalpurpose—toserveasaplaceofrefuge,reposeandfriendlycamaraderieforfaculty
membersanditcontinuestothepresentday.

C
4.ARCHITECTURALDESCRIPTIONC
CampusSettingandSiteFeaturesC

TheUWClubislocatedontheeasternportionoftheUniversityofWashington’sSeattlecampus.The
buildingsitsontheeastsideofEastStevensWay,theprimarycampuslooproad,onasteeplotthat
slopesfromthesidewalkedgetothelowerlevelofthebuilding,whichissetbackapproximately45’from
thelooproad.

Thelotiswooded,mostlyonthewesternandsouthernsides,withmaturehemlock,firandbirchtreesC
alongwithmid-sizesshrubberyandnativefloweringplants.Currenttreesizevariesfrom7”toupto24”
caliper.Lowgroundcoverandsomefloweringbushescoverthewestandsouthsides,undertheentranceC
bridgetothewest,andpartiallyscreenrecyclingandtrashreceptaclesundertheentrybelowtheelevated
walkway.C

Portionsofthesitecontainnativespecies,primarilyonthenorth,southandwestsides.ThesitingoftheC
buildingtakesfulladvantageoftheslopingtopographytoexploitviews,parkingandaccessibility.From
EastStevensWayandthefront(west)façade,thebuildingappearstobeasingular,horizontalformat
thestreetlevel,butasthesiteslopesdowntotheeast,thelowerlevelisrevealed.Inplacingthebuilding

c
‘C

C
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onthesteeplyslopingsite,theoriginaldesignerstookadvantageoftheextensiveviewstotheeastand
south,acrossLakeWashington,theCascadeMountainsandMountRainier.Thebuilding’sspecific
sitingwaschosentominimizeimpactsonthesiteandremovaloftrees,allowingthemtobeusedinthe
landscapingdesign.Thesitingalsofacilitatestheplacementofvehicularparkingoutofviewunderthe
easternendofthebuilding.

Onthenorthwestcorneroftheproperty,asingle-lanevehicularaccessroadrunsfromStevensWayalong
thenorthsideofthebuildingintotheparkinglotlocatedbelowtheeasternportionoftheupper,first
floorofthebuilding.Atruckloadingareaissituatedjustnorthofthisaccessroad,alongwithanaccess
rampandoverheadwalkwayleadingtoaserviceentryinthebuilding’snorthside.Therectangular
parkinglotrunsthelengthoftheeastsideofthesite,providingspacefor25cars,withanexitroadwayat
thesouth.

Areviewofexistingconditionsincomparisonwiththeoriginallandscapeplan(SheetA.23byEckbo,
Dean&Williams,LandscapeArchitects,fromtheconstructiondrawingsetbyPaulHaydenKirk&
Associates,Architect,andVictorSteinbrueck,AL4,UWNo.196-A-24)indicateschangesthathavebeen

AboveacurrentaerialviewoftheUWClub,circledinred,anditssurroundings.(GoogleMaps,January2013)
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madeovertimetotheoriginaldesign.Thecurrentconditionoflandscapingalongthesouthand
southeastcornerofthesiteretainingwallwasthefocusofthiscurrentreview.Theoriginaldrawing
showsplantingincloseproximitytothebuildingwithintheplantbeds,thecourts(decks)andonthesite
aroundthebuilding’sfront(west)andsouthsides.TheoriginalplancallsoutfIvecotoneasterbushes
(three3.5’“CotoneasterRhytidophyllusOrangeBead,andtwo5’“CotoneasterVerruculoususScarlet
Bead”)tobeplantedinarowintheplantbedontheupperinsideofthiswall.Inaddition,different
speciesofcotoneasterswereplantedthroughoutthesiteasindictedbythislistandthelegendonthis
sheet.(Theplantlistonthelandscapeplannotedthatplantmaterialsweretobesourcedfromthe
Arboretum,whichtheUWhelpedoperateatthetime.)

Historicphotographsdonotclearlyshowviewsthatverifywhichspeciesofplantswereoriginally
installed.However,itisclearthatthecurrentYews—abushy,uprightevergreenshrubofupto5’in
height-areinthesameplaceastheCotoneasters.Givenuseofthesiteandageofthecurrentplants,
theymayhavebeeninstalledatalaterdatetoreplacetheoriginal,low-scalecotoneasters.Ca.1960C
photographsofthebuilding’sprimaryfacadesshowthelarge,matureconifertreesthatsurroundedit.
Imagestakenfrombelow,lookingnorthwestupatthebuildingfromthehillsideontheeastside,showC
plantingsontheeastsideoftheparkinglot.

Thecurrentlandscapingincludesseveralspecimenplantsinpotssetontheentryrampandwalkway.
Thoseatthefarwestendoftheraisedwalkway,whicharehighlyvisiblefromthemainentry,arein
symmetricallyplaced,classical-stylecontainersthatareinconsistentwiththebuilding’smid-century
Moderndesign.

Landscapingwaslimitedonthesecondfloorcourtyards.Originallyawoodbenchwasplacedacrossthe
easternopensideofthelargecourtyard,whichwasaccessiblefromthenorthandsouthcorridors.The
smallerdeck-likecourtyardnearthesouthwestcornerofthebuildingwasprovidedwithperimetersteel
railings,butnoplantcontainers.

c
TheBuildingC

Constructedofbrick,stucco,glassandsteel,thebuilding’sfacadesutilizeModernism’slanguageofclean
lines,whitevolumetriccubicforms,full-heightwindowwallsandexposedsteelframing.Thebuildingis
groundedonthesitewithitswesternportionedcantilevered,anditseastfaçadesupportedbyslender
steelpilotis,givingthebuildinganelegantfloatingquality.Itisnearlyaperfectsquareinplan,butis

c functionallydividedintotworectanglesthatrunlengthwisenorthtosouth,withatwo-story,open
gardencourtyardsliceplacedbetweenandseparatingthem.Thewesternrectangle,wherevisitorsenter,
isatwo-storystructurethatincludestheentryway,circulation,thekitchen,southsittingroomand
loungeonthesecond(upper)floor,alongwithastairwaytothelowerlevelandanopencourtyardinthe
center,whichisusedassocialgatheringspace.Thefirst(lower)floorisentirelytuckedunderthis
westernportionofthebuilding.Thelowerlevelholdsalargeconferenceandmeetingroom,officesandaC smallbartothesouth.

Theeastern‘rectangle’ofthebuildingistheupperfloordiningroom,whichappearstofloatoverthe
parkinglotbelowasasinglewhitebox.TheformisconnectedoneithersideofthecentralcourtyardtoC thewesternvolumebytransparent,glazedpassageway’s.Thediningroomextendsthefullwidthofthe
buildingandhasextensiveglazingthattakesadvantageofspectacularviewstotheeast,northandsouth,C withunobstructedviewstowardseasterncampus,theCascadeMountains,LakeWashingtonandMt.
Rainier.

C

C

C
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Viewswereprovidedfromthesite,entryrampsandopenspaceswithinthebuildingaswellbyprovision
oflight-weight,minimalrailings.Inlieuofaguardrail,abenchwasplacedacrossthewestern,openside
ofthelargemainlevel(secondfloor)courtyard,whichwasaccessiblefromnorthandsouthcorridors.
Theopensideofthesmallerdeck-liketerrace,nearthesouthwestcorner,wastreatedwiththesame,
simplehandrailasusedalongtheentryrampandwalkway.

Thebuildingisdesignedonamodularsystemmayupby18’-widestructuralsteelbays,whichare
dividedintofurthermodulationof8’,4’and2’dependingonthefunction,sizeandinfillofthespaces
theycomprise.Thesteelframeiscladwithpanelized,lightweightstucco,glass,orbrickmasonryinfill.
Thelowerlevelisprimarilycladwithbrickmasonry,withasteel-framedglazingsystemthatmakesup
theentiresystemofwindowwalls,windowsanddoors.Theupperlevelisfinishedwithwhitestuccoand
hassteel-framedwindowswithbothclearandobscureglass.

Allwindowsanddoorsarefullheighttoallowasmuchnaturallightaspossible.Thesingle-paneglassis
alternatelyobscuredwithalightsandblastpatternorclearglass,dependingontheamountofprivacy
neededintherooms.Sincethebuildingwasconstructedwithnomechanicalcooling,manyofthe
windowsareoperablewitheitherawningorcasementopenings,orslidersinthecaseofthebardoorthat
openstothelowersouthpatio.

Notablefeaturesincludetheinteriorcourtyardthatisvisibleuponentry.Protectedfromwindbythe
buildingonfoursides,thisuncoveredoutdoorroomformstheheartofthemainfloor,providinglightto
thebuildingandformingauseableexteriorspace.Accesstothecourtyardisfromthetwocorridorsthat
runeastwestfromtheentrygallery.Tothenorthofthecourtyardarethekitchenandserviceareas,and
tothesoutharetheopenstairtothelowerlevel,aloungearea,largecloakroom,readingroomandladies’
room.Adjacenttothecourtyardandformingtheeastfaçadeisthemaindiningroom.Thisroom
extendsthefullwidthofthebuildingasasingularvolume,cladinwhitestuccoandsupportedbysteel
beams.Formingtheroofoftheparkingspacesbelow,ithoversovertheslopedsiteasasinglebox.The
flatceilingheightrisesabovetherestofthemainfloor,andclerestorywindowssurroundtheroomfor
additionalnaturallight.

ThesteelT-deckroofislayeredacousticallywithtwotiersofglass-fiberbaffles,whicharehungatright
anglestooneanother.Itwasonceanopendeckspacewiththediningroomroofcantileveringoverthe
corner,butisnowenclosedbyglassasacontinuationofthemaindiningspace.Thecentralspacewhich
formsthemaindiningroomisframedbyasecondary,smallersouthdiningroomwhichconstitutesthe
onlymajoralterationoftheoriginalbuilding.

Anothernotablefeatureoftheplanistheopenlightwellbetweenthediningroomandtheterrace
courtyard.Thislightwellextendsfromthenorthernwalloftheterracecourtyardtothesouthernendof
thebuilding.Thesoutherncorridorslicesthroughthisopenlightwelltoprovidethelowerlevelmore
naturallightandlendanadditionalfloatingsensationtothevolumetricspaces.Anopensteeland
concretestairwayconnectsthemainfloorwiththelowerfloor,whichincludesabar,cloakroom,
conferenceroom,officesandaccesstothecoveredparkingareacoveredbythemainfloordiningroom
overhang.Entrancesareprovidedonalllevelsofthebuildings.

Theinteriorfinishesincludeavarietyoflocalwoodspecies.Woodpanelingcomprisesthemajorityof
interiorsurfaces.Ceilingsarefir-slatedpanelshungfromthesteelframeor,inlimitedlocations,acoustic
panels.Manytypesofcommercialsoftwoodswereusedasinteriorpaneling,mostofthemdonatedby
localcompanies.Hemlock,Alaskanandwesterncedar,ponderosaandlodgepolepinewereusedas
modularinfillpaneling,aswellastheexteriorpanelingfromtheoriginalHooHooHouse.
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Commemorativeplaqueswereplacedinthedifferentwoods,notingboththeLatinandcommonnames
ofthetreespecies.

Theentrypassagewayceilingintheentrywayandthoseinthesouthsittingroomhavesuspended( acoustictilehungwithlightsspacedeveryfewmodules.Theentrypassagefeaturesexposedaggregate
floorsthatextendfromtheinsidetotheexteriorcourtyardinthecenter.Theremainderoftheupper
floorhascarpet.Inthesouthdiningroom,thelargefireplacehasanoriginalsculpturebythelocalartist
EverettduPen.DuPenwasasculptorandprofessorofartattheUniversityforovereightdecades,anda( contemporaryofthearchitects.Hiswellknownforhissculpturesembodiesmovement,form,andthe
humanbody.Hisworksarescatteredacrosstheglobe,butlocally,thereisthe“DuPenFountain”atthe(
SeattleCenter,whichwasinstalledin1962fortheWorld’sFair,and“Vision,”whichdebutedatthe
EdmondsLibraryin1984(Mulady,2005).

Thediningroomishasbeenrecentlyre-carpeted.Theceilinginthediningroomisapproximatelyfive(
feettallerthantherestoftheupperfloor,whichgivesitalargersenseofvolumethantheotherspaces
leadinguptoit.Operableclerestorywindowsgiveamplelightintothelargediningspace,andallowaC
largerinteriorsenseofthespace.Glassrunsatasillheightofapproximately21”fromthefloorandruns
thetopointofwheretheupperfloorends,meetsanexteriorsteelsunshade,thencontinuesonasaC
clerestorywindowsonallfoursides.Theceiling,inordertokeeptheacousticsundercontrol,isfinished
withagridoffirplanks,runningverticallywithlightsinbetweenthegridspaces.WoodwasusedC
extensivelyasawaytowarmuptheglass,steel,andconcreteenvironment,aswellastoimprove
acoustics.

Thelowerlevelisaccessedbyasteel-framedstaircasewithexposedaggregatetreads.IthasbeenrecentlyC
fitwithanaccessibilityelevatorforwheelchairs.Thelowerlevelbar,totheleftofthestairs,haswood-
paneledwallsontheinteriorofthebuildingandglasswindowwallsfortheexteriorwalls.Thewood
wallsweresalvagedfromtheoriginalHooHooHouseblackenedsoftwood,retrofittedtofitthespace.
Thebariscarpetedandhasadarkwoodceiling.Thelowerlevelbilliardsroom,threestepslowertothe
northfromthelowerlevel,isnowusedasaconferenceroom.Thisspaceisfinishedwithcarpet,an
acousticceiling,andpaintedgypsumwallboardandsomewoodpaneling.Officesarelocatedatthefar
(north)endofthebilliards/conferenceroom.

c
ChangestotheBuildingandCurrentConditions

c
TheFacultyCenterhasbeenwellmaintainedalthoughsomemajormodificationshavebeenmadesince
itsoriginaldesign.In1967,thesouthdiningroom,onceopenunderthecantileveredroofthatextended
fromthemaindiningspace,wasenclosedwithglasstoaccommodateforlargercrowdsindoors.This
project,designedbyarchitectPaulKirk,incorporateddetailingandfinishesthatmatchedtheoriginal
design.

In1985,UniversityArchitectLeeCopelanddesignedanapproximate15’by10’extensionoffthenorth
sidetoservethekitchen.Constructedtocontainanewwalk-inrefrigerator,itsproportionmatchesthe
restofthebuilding,butinasmallerscale,whilethecladding—adarkgray-coloredcorrugatedaluminum
siding—distinguishesitfromtheoriginalstructure.

Ontheinteriorthereareotherminormodifications,suchastheadditionofroomdividers,curtainsand
newcarpet,anADA-accesslift.Modernizationandexpansionofkitchenfacilitieswithintheoriginal
spacehavebeenchangedtotheremainderofthebuilding.Ontheexteriortherehavebeenmodifications
ofservicestairsandrampsontheeastsideofthebuildingandotherchangestorailingsontheservice

C



UniversityofWashingtonClubHistoricResourcesAddendum,FinalReport
BOLAArchitecture+PlanningFebruary22,2013,page15

walkwayoverthedrivewayonthenorthside,andontheeastedgeofthecentralcourtyard.Drawingsin
theUniversityFacilitiesRecordsdocumentthesechanges.
CommentsontheGuardrailsandHandrails

Theoriginalbuildingdesignplayedoffthesenseofsolidvolumesandmass,withthebuildingmass
seemingtofloatabovethenaturalisticlandscapingandforestedslopethatmadeuptheoriginalsiteofthe
FacultyCenter.

Outwardandinwardviewswereimportantfeaturesofthebuilding,aswerevisualconnectionsand
relationshipsofindoorandoutdoorspaces,andconditionedinteriorroomswiththenatural
environment.Astrongsenseofopennessandviewswereaffordedfromtherampandraisedwalkway
thatledfromthesidewalktothemainentrydoorsandfromthesouthwestcourtyardbytheuseof
minimalguardrails.Therailsystemconsistsofpainted,squareandrectangularsolidsteelsectionsthat
madeupthepostsandtwohorizontalrails.Consistentwiththeuseofexposedandoff-setstructural
frames,theserailingswereoffsetfromthewalkwayorterraceedge,withasteelplateboltedvertically
fromtheposttothebase.Originallytherewasawoodbenchplacedfull-widthalongtheeastedgethat
separatedthelargecourtyardfromthelightwell,inlieuofaguardrail.

Thedesignofthehandrailsystemisnotonlyacharacter-definingfeatureoftheoriginalFacultyClub,
butofotherbuildingsbyPaulHaydenKirk,suchastheMagnoliaPublicLibrary(1963)at2801

34tF

AvenueWest,andtheKirkWallaceMcKinleyOffice(1972)at2000MinorAvenueEastandthe
neighboringLakeUnionCommunityPsychiatricClinicIBushRoedandHitchinsOfficeat2009Minor
AvenueEast(ca.1973)intheEastlakeneighborhood.Kirkappearstohavebeenparticularlysensitivein
thewayhethoroughlyintegratedstairsandaccessiblerampswiththeoveralldesignofhisbuildings.
Thismayhavebeenaresponsetohislimitedmobility,whichwasthelastingresultofachildhoodillness.
InthishisworkPaulKirkappearstohaveanticipatedthelaterpassageoftheADAandthemorecurrent
conceptof“UniversalDesign.”

5.EVALUATION&RECOMMENDATIONS

TheBuilding’sSignificance

ThebuildingisreveredbyUniversityofWashingtonfaculty,students,andstaffalike,andbyalumniand
thelocaldesigncommunityasoneofthefinestexamples,ifnotthefinestexample,oftheInternational
StyleofarchitecturalexpressioninthePacificNorthwest,blendingidealsofmodernismwithNorthwest
materialsandcharacter-definingfeatures.Uponcompletion,thebuildingwaspublishedinthepremier
designpublicationofthetime,ProgressiveArchitecture,in1961,aswellasintheSteelConstructionDigest
ofthatsameyear.

ThebuildingisalsosignificantasanotablejointworkofSteinbrueckandKirk.Thisone-time
collaborationwasuniqueinthatitbroughttogethertwoleadingarchitectsofthetimeforabuildingthat
marriedtheInternationalStylemodernistidealstogetherwithaNorthwestaesthetic—somethingboth
architectsvaluedandpracticedintheirdesigns.

Notablythequalityofthebuildinghasbeenrecognizedovertime.TheFacultyCenterdesignwonlocal
andregionalawards,includingthe1960HonorAwardforWashingtonArchitecture,thehighestregional
ALAawardbytheprofessionandthe1960AmericanInstituteofSteelConstructionAward.Severalyears
ago,followingsubmissionofadraftNationalRegisterLandmarkNomination,WashingtonState
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DepartmentofArchaeologyandHistoricPreservationevaluatedtheUniversityofWashingtonClubI
FacultyClubaseligibleforlistingintheregister.

TheProposedProjectandExistingRailConditions

TheUniversityrecentlyundertookacampus-wideassessmentofwalkwaysandramps,andrailing(
conditionscampus-wideandevaluatedthedeficienciesandpotentialrisksassociatedwiththese
conditionsthrougharatingsystem(UniversityEHS,July2009).TheUWClubwasoneofthe(
buildingsthatwereassessed.

(
Asaresultoftheassessment,thestudycalledforupgradingoftheguardrailandtheadditionofa
handrailalongthemainentryrampandraisedwalkway,andprovisionofanewguardrailalongthe(
upperedgeoftheretailingwallthatrunsalongtheeastsideofthebuilding,abovetheparkinglot,and
alongtheeasternportionsofthenorthandsouthsidesofthesiteabovethedrivewayandplantbedsC
respectively.

Theoriginalguardrailsarecritical,character-definingfeaturesofthebuilding.Theirlight-weightscale
andopennessreinforcestheoverallsensethatthebuildingfloatsabovethelandscape,andtheyalsoallow(
expansiveviews.Theoffsetwayinwhichthesteelrailpostsattachtothesidesoftheconcretewalkway
andfloorslabreinforcesthecharacteristicoffsetdesignofthebuilding’sexposedsteelstructuralframe.C

TheUniversityisrightfullyconcernedthatsafetyissuesbeidentifiedandaddressed,anditundertookthe
campuswideassessmentofrisksasaresult.However,thereappearstobenoregulatorymandatefor
upgradingofallconditionswithnewguardrailstomeetthecurrentbuildingcode.Currentcode
requirementscallforguardrailstobeinstalledwherethereisagradedropof30”ormore.Currently
code-conformingguardrailsaretobe42”inheight,withtheopenspacesbetweenrailingstobeno
greaterthan4”.However,applicationofthecurrentcodeandprovisionofcode-compliantrailingsasa
universalsolutiononthebuildingwillimpactitsoriginal,architecturallysignificantdesign.

Ratherthanauniversalsolution,eachconditionshouldbeconsidered.CurrentlythereareatleasttwelveC
differentrailconditions,bothoriginalandnon-original:

1.Originaleastentryrampguardrail(shownonSheetA-14inthe1959constructiondrawingset
2.Originalrailandwoodslabbenchseatonentryramp(SheetA-13,1959)
3.Originalnorthloadingdockrampguardrail(SheetA-14,1959)c 4.Originalnortheastexitstairrampguardrailandhandrail(SheetA-13,1959)
5.Originalsecondfloorsouthdeckguardrail(SheetA-13,1959)
6.Non-originalsecondfloorcentralcourtguardrail(SheetA-22,1959)
7.Originalfirstflooreaststairguardrailandhandrail(SheetA-13,1959)
8.Non-originalnorthservicerampandguardrail
9.Non-originalfirstflooreastrampguardrail/handrail(SheetA-9,1994drawingset)( 10.Originalandnon-originalnorthservicestairguardrail/handrail(originalSheetA-13,1959)
11.Retainingwallalongthenorthandnorthwestsidesofthebuildingsiteandabovetheparking

lot,whichraisesuptoanestimated6’atthenorthwestcornerandto8’attheintervening
stairwell(proposedretainingwallguardraillocation)

12.Retainingwallalongthesouthandsouthwestsidesofthebuildingsiteandabovetheparkinglot,
whichraisestoanestimated11’+/-atthesouthwestcorner(proposedguardraillocation)C



UniversityofWashingtonClub
BOLAArchitecture+Planning

HistoricResourcesAddendum,FinalReport
February22,2013,page17

Thesetwofloorplanscitetherailandretainingwallconditionsbynumber.Theplansarelabeledasintheoriginal
set,withthesecondfloorplancitedforthemain,upperfloor.Northisorientedtotheleft.
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Itappearsthatinsomelocations,suchasNo.4,thereisveryminorusebytheofficestaffinthenearby
partofthebuilding,andlittleifanypublicaccesstothisareaofthesite.Thusupgradingmaynotbe
necessary.Inotherconditions,suchasNo.3,6and8,thereareinharmoniouslateradditionstothe
buildingandsite,whichhaveresultedinamixofdifferenttypesofguardrails.

GeneralRecommendations

TheproposedprojectisavoluntaryeffortbytheUniversity,intendedtomakeexistingconditionssafer.( ItisnotanupgrademandatedbytheCityofSeattle’sDepartmentofBuildingandConstruction(DPD).
ShouldapermitreviewberequiredtheprojectreviewshouldbeundertakeninlightofSection3409,(
HistoricBuildings,oftheSeattleBuildingCode(SBC).Thissectionofthecodestates,“3409.1Historic
buildings—landmarks.Theprovisionsofthiscoderelatingtotheconstruction,repair,alteration,(
addition,restorationandmovementofstructures,andchangesofoccupancyshallnotbemandatoryfor
landmarkswheresuchbuildingsarejudgedbythebuildingofficialtoprovideareasonabledegreeof(
safetytothepublicandtheoccupantsofthesebuildings.”

Recommendationsthatfollowarelimitedtoafewspecificconditions,bothprimaryandsecondary.
Theycallforfurtherstudyoftheoriginaldesign,andofrailingneedsofthissignificantbuildingrather(
thanaformulaicapplicationofcurrentcode-drivensolutions.Generalrecommendationsalsocallfor
considerationoftheworkinreferenceTheSecretaryoftheInterior’sStandardsfortheTreatmentofHistoricC
PropertiesandGuidelinesforRehabilitation.

Lastlythegeneralrecommendationssuggestfurtherreviewsofpotentialoperationalsolutionstoaddress
safetyconcerns,assuggestedbyUniversitypersonnelattheprojectreviewmeetingonFebruary12,2013.
Theseoperationalchangesmayincludelimitingaccesstoexteriorramps,walkwaysandlandscapespaces
byunaccompaniedchildren,anddifferentprotocolsormaintenancemethodsbygroundskeepers,suchas
theuseofmechanicalliftstoaccessupperretainingwallareas.

PrimaryRecommendations
(

Carefulconsiderationshouldbegiventoeachofthedifferentrailingdesigntypesandconditionsand
solutionstosafetyissuesprovidedselectivelyandinresponsetospecificconditions.

ConditionNo.1.

Themainentryrampandraisedwalkareover8’wide.Theyareusedlargelybyindividualsandsmall
groups.Addahandrailononeside,withitssupportingframedetailedtomatchthesteelsectionand
materialoftheoriginalrails,butwithwoodastheactualhandrail.Woodwaschosenintheoriginal
designasatactilematerial,anditsuseontheexteriorwillrecallthis.Matchtheoriginalsteelrailsections
ascloselyaspossible.Ahandrailisrecommended,asitappearstobeaneededadditionparticularlygiven
theageofmanyvisitorstotheFacultyClub.(
Accesscontrolsshouldbeconsideredtomitigateexistingconditions,suchaslimitinguseoftherampby
minorsonlywithasupervisingadult.

C
Railsarecurrentlypainedablue=greytomatchthesteelofthebuildingorareadarkbonzecolor.Any
newrailfinishesshouldmatchtheoriginalmaterialfinishandcolor.Originaldesigndocumentsonand
on-siteinvestigation(usingacuttingbladeverticallytoremovetheexistingfinishtobaremetaland
sandingoftheslicedopeninghorizontally)mayrevealtheoriginalcoatorpaintcolor.Newrailsshould
berefinishedasnecessarytoachievethesamecolor.

C
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ConditionNo.2.

Remove,restoreandreinstalltheoriginalwoodbench,andaddahorizontalwoodbackbenchelementto
infihltheopening.Addahorizontalsteelmembertotheexistingrailsystembehindandonthesidesof
thebenchtosupportthebackpieceinafloatingfashion.

Considercommissioningthenewwoodbackpieceasanartworkdesignedandmanufacturedbya
Universitystudentorfacultymemberthroughanopencompetitionorlimitedselectionprocess.The
ArchitectureDepartmenthasanactivewoodshopfacilitythatcouldbeusedforitsproduction.

ConditionsNo.11and12

Removeandreplacethelandscapeplantingalongthesouthedgeofthepropertyandaroundthesouth
andsoutheastcornerofthetallretainingwall.Selectanevergreenplantwithlowerformandslow-
growthpatterntominimizenecessarymaintenance,oranevergreenplantthatwilleventuallygrowtoa
heighttoobscureanyadditionalrailing.Alternatelyselectandprunenewplantstocreateamoresolid
barrier,setbackfromtheedgeoftheretainingwall.

Consideroperationaladjustmentstoaddresstheneedforfallprotectionbyhavinggroundskeeperswork
fromaliftsetonthedrivewaybelowtheconcreteretainingwall.Alternatelyaddsimpleguardrailsystem,
mountedonthetoptheretainingwall.

Createtheraildesigntobeharmoniouswiththeoriginalbuildingusingtheoriginaldesigndocumentsas
asource.Newrailingsshouldbevisuallyminimal,andlight-weight.Placementandpositioningof
verticalpostsonthetopoftheconcreteretainingwallsshouldtakeintoconsiderationbothgrade
conditionsandspecificbuildingelements.Forexample,ratherthanstartingthewesternmostpartsofthe
northandsouthguardrailspreciselywheretheretainingwallrisesmorethan30”abovethenaturalgrade
ordriveway,designandinstallthemtoavoidconflictswithsteelframingelementonthenorth,andto
alignwithbuildingelementsonbothsides.

ConditionNo.5

Addahandrailandmodifytheguardrailalongtheouteredgeofthesouthwestcourtyarddecktoupgrade
existingconditions.Addnomorethantwoadditionalhorizontalrailelements.Matchtheoriginalsolid
steelrailsectionsascloselyaspossible.

ConditionNo.6.

Removetheheavy-scaledsteelsquaretubeguardrailsysteminstalledontheeastsideoftheupperfloor
terracecourtyard,whichseparatesitfromthelightwell,andreplaceitwithabenchandpartialrail,or
withaguardraildesignedtomatchthatusedforNo.5.

SecondaryRecommendations

ConditionsNo.3&8.

Replacenon-originalwiregridpanelsystemwithguardrailmoreconsistentwiththeoriginalbuilding.
Removeorreplacecorrugatedpanelplacedonthewestside,southoftheraisedwalkwaywithamore
transparentsteelrailsystem.
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ConditionNo.1C

RemovetheNeoClassicalstyleplantersatthefarwestendofthewalkway,orreplacethemwithasingle
largerplantinamoreModernstyleplanter.

Thefarwestendoftheraisedwalkwayprovidesaframedview,whichisemphasizedbytheoutlineofthe
steelcanopystructurearoundwalkway.ThecurrentviewlooksoutatthebackofthenewHuskyUnion
Buildinganditsservicedriveandtrash/recyclearea.Considerscreeningormediatingthisviewby
placinganelementatthisendofthewalkway,perhapsafigurativeplantinacontainerorapieceof
sculpturespecificallyselectedforthisposition.Considerviewsofthenewelementfromthebuilding,the( walkway,andthesidewalkalongthewestsideofthesite.

ConditionsNo.4,7,9and10.

C Nochangestothebuildingappeartobeneededattheseconditions.

OtherRecommendation

C
SharethehistoryoftheFacultyClubwiththecurrentmembersandstaffoftheUniversityof
WashingtonClub,andwithotherUniversitystaffwhosocarefullymaintainandworkonthebuildingC
anditssite.Greaterknowledgeandunderstandingofitssignificancemayincreasetheirprideinthe
buildingandraisetheireffortstopreserveitinthefuture.C

Considerproductionofapublication,andperiodicexhibitsand/orpublicpresentationstotheabouttheC
buildingshistory,designfeaturesandoriginaldesigners.
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7.GRAPHICS

Note:Allofthehistoricalimagesthatfollowonpp.22-27arefromtheUniversityofWashingtonLibraries,
SpecialCollectionsDivision.TheseimageswereprovidedintheNationalRegisterofHistoricPlacesNomination
fortheUniversityofWashingtonFacultyClub(Merlino,2009).PhotosoftheUWClubfrom1960arefromthe
DearbornMassarPhotographCollection.

Left:TheHoo-HooHousein1909,the
originalMen’sandWomen’sFacultyClub
builtfortheAlaska-Yukon-PacificExposition.

Below:Viewoftheprimarywestfacade,
1960.
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Viewlookingsouthwesttowardtherear(east)facade,1960.Plantmaterialshavematuredsincethatdate.

Viewfromthesoutheastin1960.Theoriginal,once-opensouthernportionofdiningroomisvisible
inthisphotograph.Presentlyencloseditispartoftherestofthediningroomtothenorth.This
photoviewisfrombelowtheexistingparkinglot,whichpresentlyfeaturesaretainingwallalongthe
westside.
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C

Viewlookingeastatthemainentrance,1960.Notethewoodbenchseattotheright.

Lookingsouthfromthebuilding’snorthwestsidetowardtheentryrampandwalkway,1960.
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Left:Viewlookingsoutheastatthenorth
facade,1960.Thisviewshowsthehovering
qualityoftheoriginalbuildingmass,and
theminimalrailsystemontheraised
walkwayramp.Totheeastofthewalkway,
apartiallycantileveredwalk-inrefrigerator
sectionwasaddedin1987.Itwassidedin
corrugatedmetaltodistinguishitfromthe
originalbuilding.

Belowleft:Exteriorviewlookingthrough
thelightwellfromthelowerlevelshowing
theopen,flowingspaceatthelowerlevel
andbetweentheeastandwestbuilding
sections,andtheouteredgeoftheoriginal
upperterracedcourtyardandglazedcorridor
oftheupperlevel,1960.Landscapingis
minimal.
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Left:Interiorofthemainentrance,1960.
Thewestperimeterwallfeaturedaminimally-
detailedhandrail.Theinteriormaterialsand
colorsemphasizedthesimplicityofthe
building’sstructuralframe

Belowleft:Interiorview,lookingwestinthe
southerncorridorontheupperfloor,1960.
Theentrytothecourtyardterracewas
throughtheslidingdoorsontheright.Note
alsotheexposedsteelframingontheleft.
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Viewlookingoutintotheexteriorcourtyard,1960.Thegrassyareawasreplacedwithmore
diningspace.

Viewlookingnortheastinthediningroom,1960.
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OtherBuildingsbyPaulHaydenKirkandKirkWallaceMcKinley

Above,theUniversityUnitarianChurch,1959.(UniversityofWashingtonLibrariesSpecialCollections,
ImageNo.DM2599)
Below,a1959historictaxrecordphotoofthe1957BlakeleyClinic.(PugetSoundRegionalArchives)
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Left:BushRoed&HitchingsOffice,2200MinorAvenue
East,KirkWallaceMcKinleyAssociates(1972)(Photoby
SusanBoyle,2005).

Directlybelow,SeahurstResidence(PaulKirkArchitect
(1956).(WindermereRealEstatephotograph,2012)

Bottom,SeattlePublicLibrary’sMagnoliaBranch,Kirk
WallaceMcKinley(1964).(BuildLLCphotograph,ca.
2012)
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OtherBuildingbyVictorSteinbrueckArchitect

AldenMasonHouseNo.2,RichmondBeach,undatedphotooftheresidencebuiltin1951.(Universityof
WashingtonLibrariesSpecialCollections,NegativeNo.DM4233)
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Above,twoviewsoftheVictorSteinbrueckHouse,1952.(UniversityofWashington
LibrariesSpecialCollections,NegativesNo.DM4234andDM4235)




