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SECTION 08 31 13 - ACCESS DOORS AND FRAMES 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

1.1 SUMMARY 

A. This Section includes access doors and frames for walls and ceilings. 

1.2 SUBMITTALS 

A. Product Data:  For each type of access door and frame indicated. 

B. Shop Drawings:  Include plans, elevations, sections, details, and attachments to other work. 

C. Samples:  For each door face material in specified finish. 

D. Schedule:  Types, locations, sizes, latching or locking provisions, and other data pertinent to 
installation. 

1.3 QUALITY ASSURANCE 

A. Fire-Rated Access Doors and Frames:  Units complying with NFPA 80 that are identical to 
assemblies tested for fire-test-response characteristics per the following test method and that are 
listed and labeled by UL or another testing and inspecting agency acceptable to authorities 
having jurisdiction: 

1. NFPA 252 for vertical access doors and frames. 
2. ASTM E 119 for horizontal access doors and frames. 

1.4 COORDINATION 

A. Verification:  Determine specific locations and sizes for access doors needed to gain access to 
concealed plumbing, mechanical, or other concealed work, and indicate in the schedule 
specified in "Submittals" Article. 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.1 STEEL MATERIALS 

A. Steel Plates, Shapes, and Bars:  ASTM A 36/A 36M. 

1. ASTM A 123/A 123M, for galvanizing steel and iron products. 
2. ASTM A 153/A 153M, for galvanizing steel and iron hardware. 
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B. Metallic-Coated Steel Sheet:  ASTM A 653/A 653M, Commercial Steel (CS) with A60 zinc-
iron-alloy (galvannealed) coating or G60 mill-phosphatized zinc coating. 

C. Steel Finishes:  Comply with NAAMM's "Metal Finishes Manual for Ownerural and Metal 
Products" for recommendations for applying and designating finishes. 

1. Factory-Primed Finish:  Manufacturer's standard shop primer. 

D. Drywall Beads:  0.0299-inch zinc-coated steel sheet to receive joint compound. 

2.2 ACCESS DOORS AND FRAMES FOR WALLS AND CEILINGS 

A. Manufacturers:  Subject to compliance with requirements, provide products by one of the 
following: 

1. Acudor Products, Inc. 
2. J. L. Industries, Inc. 
3. Karp Associates, Inc. 
4. Larsen's Manufacturing Company. 
5. MIFAB, Inc. 
6. Milcor Inc. 
7. Nystrom, Inc. 
8. or approved equal 

B. Flush Access Doors and Trimless Frames:  Fabricated from metallic-coated steel sheet. 

1. Locations:  Wall and ceiling surfaces. 
2. Door:  Minimum 0.060-inch- thick sheet metal. 
3. Frame:  Minimum 0.060-inch- thick sheet metal with drywall bead flange. 
4. Hinges:  Continuous piano. 
5. Lock:  Cylinder.  Provide 3 keys and key access doors in contiguous areas alike. 

C. Recessed Access Doors and Trimless Frames:  Fabricated from steel sheet. 

1. Locations:  Wall and ceiling surfaces. 
2. Door:  Minimum 0.060-inch- thick sheet metal in the form of a pan recessed 5/8 inch for 

gypsum board infill. 
3. Frame:  Minimum 0.060-inch- thick sheet metal with drywall bead. 
4. Hinges:  Spring-loaded, concealed-pin type. 
5. Lock:  Cylinder.; key all locks in contiguous areas alike and provide 3 keys. 

D. Fire-Rated, Insulated, Flush Access Doors and Trimless Frames:  Fabricated from steel sheet. 

1. Locations:  Wall and ceiling surfaces. 
2. Fire-Resistance Rating:  Not less than that of adjacent construction. 
3. Temperature Rise Rating:  250 deg F at the end of 30 minutes. 
4. Door:  Flush panel with a core of mineral-fiber insulation enclosed in sheet metal with a 

minimum thickness of 0.036 inch. 
5. Frame:  Minimum 0.060-inch- thick sheet metal with drywall bead. 
6. Hinges:  Continuous piano. 
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7. Automatic Closer:  Spring type. 
8. Lock:  Self-latching device with  keyed cylinder lock. Coordinate with Owner for keying. 

2.3 FABRICATION 

A. General:  Provide access door and frame assemblies manufactured as integral units ready for 
installation. 

B. Metal Surfaces:  For metal surfaces exposed to view, provide materials with smooth, flat 
surfaces without blemishes. 

C. Doors and Frames:  Grind exposed welds smooth and flush with adjacent surfaces.  Furnish 
attachment devices and fasteners of type required to secure access panels to types of supports 
indicated. 

D. Recessed Access Doors:  Form face of panel to provide recess for application of applied finish.  
Reinforce panel as required to prevent buckling. 

E. Locking Mechanisms:  Furnish number required to hold doors in flush, smooth plane when 
closed. 

1. For cylinder lock, furnish two keys per lock and key all locks alike. 
2. For recessed panel doors, provide access sleeves for each locking device.  Furnish plastic 

grommets and install in holes cut through finish. 

PART 3 - EXECUTION 

3.1 INSTALLATION 

A. Comply with manufacturer's written instructions for installing access doors and frames. 

B. Install doors flush with adjacent finish surfaces or recessed to receive finish material. 

3.2 ADJUSTING AND CLEANING 

A. Adjust doors and hardware after installation for proper operation. 

B. Remove and replace doors and frames that are warped, bowed, or otherwise damaged. 

END OF SECTION 08 31 13 
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